Senat e Resol ution No. 2387
BY: Senator Rl VERA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
August 2020, as I mmuni zati on Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim August 2020, as
| muni zation Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, in conjunction
with the observance of National |nmunization Awareness Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, The nission of National |nmunization Awareness Month is to
I ncrease awar eness about imuni zations frominfants to the elderly; and

WHEREAS, Vaccines are one of the great public health achievenents;
t hanks to vaccines, serious and often fatal diseases |ike polio, that
were once conmon, are now only distant nenories for nost Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, |mruni zation 1is one of the nost effective ways to protect
children and adul ts agai nst many common i nfectious and sonetines deadly
di seases; and

WHEREAS, |Immunization is not just for kids, adults need to get
vacci nated too; and

WHEREAS, According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
t housands of American adults get sick each year from di seases that
vacci nes can prevent; for patients with asthma or COPD, vaccines are an
i mportant step in protecting their health from serious diseases |ike
i nfl uenza, neasles and pneunoni a; and

WHEREAS, Vaccines have eradicated smal | pox, el i m nat ed wld
poliovirus in the United States and significantly reduced the nunber of
cases of neasles and ot her diseases; and

WHEREAS, W thout imunizations, a child is at greater risk of
catching one of the vaccine-preventabl e diseases; there are 10 routine
chi I dhood vaccines that protect children fromthe 14 vacci ne-preventabl e
di seases; nost chil dhood vacci nes produce immunity 90 percent to 100
percent of the tinme; and

WHEREAS, Hospitalization rates for influenza are high anong the
el derly and anong children, especially those under one year; each year,
90 percent of these deaths are in persons 65 years of age and ol der; and

WHEREAS, Each year in the United States, pneunococcal disease
accounts for nearly 40,000 cases of bacterem a (bl oodstream infection),



and several thousand cases of nmeningitis which is the inflammtion of
the tissues and fluids surrounding the brain and spinal cord; and

VWHEREAS, In the United States, an estimated 850,000 to 2 mllion
peopl e are chronically infected with the hepatitis B virus (HBV) and can
i nfect househol d nmenbers and sexual partners; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately 79 mllion Anericans are infected with human
Papi |l omavirus (HPV); another 14 mllion people becone newy infected
each year; HPV is so comon that nearly all sexually active nmen and
wonen get it at sonme point in their lives according to the CDC, and

WHEREAS, When a person gets vaccinated, they not only protect
t hemsel ves but al so hel p protect the people around them who m ght be too
young or too sick to get vaccinated; this is <called "conmunity
imunity"; if enough people stopped getting vaccinated, outbreaks of
nowrare vaccine-preventable diseases, such as neasles, could return;
and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonbo to proclaim August 2020, as
| muni zati on Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonmo, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



