Senate Resol ution No. 2347
BY: Senator JORDAN

CELEBRATING the life of Maryl ou Wi tney, renowned
socialite, |egendary philanthropist and devot ed
menber of her community

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow that this Legislative Body,
representing the people of the State of New York, is noved this day to
pay tribute to an em nent woman of indom table dedication whose public
service and countl ess acconplishnents will forever stand as a paradi gm
and inspiration for others; and

WHEREAS, Marylou Witney of Saratoga Springs, New York, died on
Friday, July 19, 2019, at the age of 93; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Decenber 24, 1925, in Kansas City, Mssouri, Marie
Loui se Schroeder was raised by her father, an accountant, and her nother
who |oved equine and showed five-gaited Saddl ehorses; after graduating
from Sout hwest Hi gh School, she attended the University of lowa for a
time before working as an actress and in radio; and

WHEREAS, |In 1958, after separating fromher first husband, Frank
Hosford, Marylou Wiitney married Cornelius Vanderbilt "Sonny" Witney,
the grandson of WIlliam C \Witney who purchased and built the current
Sar at oga Race Course in 1900; the couple teamed up to race horses,
winning the Travers in 1960 wth Tonmpion and again in 1968 with
Chonpi on; and

VWHEREAS, Maryl ou Witney owned several properties, but her min
residence was an old country nmanor sitting on 135 acres in Saratoga
Springs, New York, called Cady H Il House, where she was renowned for
hosting her annual | ate-sumrer gala on the eve of the Witney Stakes at
Sar at oga Race Course; and

WHEREAS, Known as the Queen of Saratoga, Mrylou Witney is
responsible for the iconic New York town's coneback, convincing NYRA to
keep Saratoga Race Course open as a viable part of its racing cal endar
at a time when wagering and attendance sagged; her efforts and | ong-term
vision continue to benefit racing, with the Saratoga neet attracting
nore than one mllion fans annual ly; and

VWHEREAS, Beyond racing, Marylou Witney was a founder of the
Saratoga Performng Arts Center and hel ped establish the National Miuseum
of Dance and Hall of Fame; she also worked to restore the National
Museum of Racing, only a few bl ocks fromthe historic racetrack; and

VWHEREAS, After Sonny Wiitney's death in 1992, Maryl ou Wi tney forned
Maryl ou Wi tney Stables which garnered industry-wide acclaim with her
Eton blue and brown silks quickly beconmng synonynous with racing
excel l ence; her stabl e produced many chanpi ons, including Birdstone, the
2004 Bel nont and Travers Stakes wi nner; and



VWHEREAS, Additionally, in all, Marylou Witney Stables earned nine
graded stakes victories and canpai gned nore than 190 wi nners; and

WHEREAS, In 1994, Marylou Witney net John Hendrickson, who was
wor ki ng as an aide to Al aska's then-governor Wally Hickel; they married
in Al aska in 1997, and the couple continued their countless
phi | ant hr opi ¢ endeavors, serving as foundi ng nenbers of the Thoroughbred
Retirement Foundation and as founders of the Markey Cancer Center in
Lexi ngt on, Kentucky; and

VWHEREAS, Al ways by her side, John Hendrickson also assunmed the
duties of President of Whitney Industries, which manages the famly's
| unber busi ness and | and hol di ngs; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unremtting commtnent to her
comunity, Marylou Witney used her social standing to bring attention
and funds to her favored causes, including equine hospitals and
research; and

VWHEREAS, Furt her nore, she f unded t he Sar at oga Backstretch
Appr eci ation program which hosted famly activities and cookouts for
track enpl oyees, and supported a Saratoga-based equine welfare
organi zation, the town's YMCA, several l|ocal parks and the hospital; and

VWHEREAS, |n 2003, Maryl ou Wiitney becane the first wonan in 80 years
to own and breed a Kentucky Gaks w nner; she received an Eclipse Award
of Merit in 2010 for her contributions to racing, and was elected into
The Jockey Club in 2011; and

VWHEREAS, Marylou Witney's participation in Saratoga's culture is
the nost significant of anyone in her tinme; for seven decades she was
anong the nost successful owners in Thoroughbred racing; and

WHEREAS, Wth her passion for racing only matched by her |ove for
the city of Saratoga Springs and the backstretch conmmunity, Maryl ou
Whitney's generosity was unparalleled and the Iist of her contributions
is endless; Saratoga would not be the destination it is today w thout
her esteened | eadershi p, dedication and support; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her beloved husband, Mrylou Witney is
survived by her five children, Louise, Frank, Henry, Heather and
Cornelia; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Marylou Witney |eaves behind a Ilegacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the Ilife of Marylou Witney, renowned socialite, |egendary
phi | ant hr opi st and devoted nenber of her community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Maryl ou Wit ney.






