Senate Resol ution No. 2346
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Sept enber 25, 2020, as Bangl adeshi Immigrant Day in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness and enhance the
profile of cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the
communities of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m Septenber 25, 2020, as
Bangl adeshi Inmigrant Day in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Bangl adeshi imm grants began arriving in the United States
in the late 19th Century, |eaving behind the hard econom c and political
times of the still devel opi ng Bangl adesh, which achi eved i ndependence
from Paki stan in 1971; and

WHEREAS, During this tine, the largest groups of Bangladesh
immgrants arrived in New York City, where nmany worked at the ports on
various ship docks; and

WHEREAS, Hailing nostly from the regions of Dhaka, Chittagong,
Syl het and Noakhali, mnore than 10,000 Bangl adeshis inmmgrate to the
United States annual ly; and

VWHEREAS, As of 2014, the total nunber of Bangl adeshi immgrants in
the United States was approximtely 500,000, wth nore than half
residing in New York; and

WHEREAS, On Sept enber 25, 1974, for the first tine in its history,
the father of the nation of Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Shei k Mijibir
Rahman, gave a speech in Bengali in the general assenbly of the United
Nati ons; and

VWHEREAS, For two decades, the Miktadhara Foundation, a New York
based organi zati on dedicated to the pronotion of Bengali culture, has
celebrated its history and literature by hosting the Bangla Festival and
Book Fair; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York recogni zes the acconplishnents of the
Bengali people around the world as well as their perseverance in their
fight for independence; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m Septenber 25, 2020, as
Bangl adeshi Immgrant Day in the State of New York, and to recognize the
many contributi ons of Bangl adeshi-Anmericans to New York; and be it
further



RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Andrew M Cuonob, Governor of the State of New York; and
Bi shawjit Saha, CEO and Founder of the Miktadhara Foundation Inc.



