Senate Resolution No. 2184
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

COVMENDI NG Deputy Benj am n Levine wupon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished officers and citizens who would devote
t henmsel ves to public service, denpnstrating great courage and diligence
in providing for the care and welfare of the <citizens of their
comunities and this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedi cati on,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenpl ary contributions and service on behal f of others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Deputy
Benj am n Levi ne upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, On July 14, 2019, Deputy Benjam n Levine of the Putnam
County Sheriff Departnment was on patrol in the Town of Philipstown, New
York when he overheard radio traffic fromthe New York State Police,
di spatching a Trooper to the Bear Mountain Bridge on a report of a
possi bl e enotional |l y di sturbed individual threatening suicide; and

WHEREAS, The first law enforcenment officer on the scene, Deputy
Benj am n Levi ne observed the individual |ooking over the railing down to
t he Hudson River bel ow;, and

WHEREAS, W thout hesitation, Deputy Benjamin Levine contacted the
i ndi vidual and began an enpathetic dialogue with him during which tine
the man was hol ding onto the outer railing of the bridge; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the exchange, Deputy Benjam n Levine continued
to hold eye contact, speak softly and conpassionately, and listen
synpat hetically for nore than 25 mnutes, providing reassurance and
redirecting his focus fromthe bridge; and

WHEREAS, As other officers arrived, the nman becane nore agitated,
but Deputy Benjam n Levine's perseverance in talking himoff the bridge
never wavered; and

WHEREAS, After the arrival of a Peekskill anbul ance on scene, Deputy



Benj am n Levi ne recogni zed an opportunistic nmonment in their
conversation, and extended his hand to the distraught man and notioned
towar ds the anbul ance; and

VWHEREAS, The individual then released hinself fromthe railing, and
took Deputy Benjam n Levine's hand; he was taken into custody and
transported to Phel ps Menorial Hospital for evaluation; and

WHEREAS, In the performance of his duties, this remarkabl e Deputy
denonstrated his character as well as his conpassion for the welfare of
others; he is truly a trenendous asset to the Putnam County Sheriff
Department; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who wunselfishly devote their lives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their commtnent and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Deputy Benjami n Levine upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Deputy Benjam n Levine.



