Senat e Resol ution No. 2174
BY: Senat or GAUGHRAN

COMVENDI NG John Feal upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those individuals within the Enpire State who have nade
strong contributions to their communities and who inspire others through
their nodel citizenry; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, John Feal, a graduate of Commack Hi gh School, was a 9/11
Responder who lost half of his foot in a horrific incident at G ound
Zero; his personal tragedy notivated him to nenorialize other 9/11
Responders; and

WHEREAS, John Feal has given not only of his tinme and energi es but
al so of his conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently has
been designated for special recognition; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend John Feal
upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal,
t he hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York State
Senat e; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, the Conmack School District will host its 18th
Annual A Night of Reflection event as a way to unite the community; the
cerenony is in comrenoration of Septenber 11th, remenbering all the
victinms of 9/11; this year's celebration is dedicated to Comrack's Hero,
John Feal, President/Founder of Feal Good Foundati on; and

VWHEREAS, He founded the Feal Good Foundati on Qutreach & Education
(FGF OnE) Program which is now the Feal Good Foundation; this nonprofit
assists First Responders in New York City and other identified areas of
need who nay have been injured, physically or nentally as a direct
result of their rescue, recovery and clean-up efforts at the Wrld Trade
Center Site by registering the responders in Wrld Trade Center Health
Program (WICHP) ; and

VWHEREAS, John Feal was al so one of the original founders of the 9/11
Responders Renenbered Park, Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, This marble nenorial wall is one of a few that include the
nanmes of first responders who died after the terrorist attacks, from
i1l nesses and injuries related to the aftermath of 9/11; they continue
to add nanes of people who die every year fromtheir 9/11 rel ated



i1l nesses to the wall at an annual cerenony; and

VWHEREAS, The nmany nonunments, nenorials and other parks t hat
recogni ze the heroes who died on Septenber 11th have a clear m ssion as
well: "While we respect the rectitude of all who proudly ran toward the
flames on Septenber 11th, our unique and one-of-a-kind wall will only
list the heroes we've described herein because we do believe they too
need individual recognition."; and

VWHEREAS, John Feal holds an Honorary Doctorate from Quinnipiac
University; this degree was presented to himfor the school of public
heal th and the nursing school at Quinnipiac; and

WHEREAS, He al so received the New York State Congressional Medal of
Honor for GCivilians and Beyond for his donation of his kidney and
advocacy in 9/11; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndividual for the benefit of others which John Feal has displ ayed
t hroughout his life; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi viduals of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend John Feal upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to John Feal.



