Senate Resolution No. 2165
BY: Senator Bl AGE

MOURNI NG the death of Hector J. Figueroa, |abor
uni on | eader, devoted famly man, and dedicated
menber of his community

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York who distinguished thenselves in
service to the cause of working nen and wonen; and

WHEREAS, 32BJ SEI U President Hector J. Figueroa of Jackson Heights,
Queens, who died on Thursday, July 11, 2019, at age 57, was such a man;
and

VWHEREAS, Hector Jose Figueroa was born to Luis and Castita Figueroa
on April 3, 1962, in Ponce, Puerto Rico; after graduating from high
school, he attended the University of Puerto Rico for a short tine
before relocating to New York, where he lived with an aunt in the Bronx
and earned his bachelor's degree in economcs from New York University;
he furthered his education by studying econom cs at the New School for
Soci al Research in Manhattan; and

WHEREAS, Hector J. Figueroa dedicated his life to the |abor
nmovenent, initially as a researcher with the Amal gamated C ot hi ng and
Textile Workers Union in New York; he then joined the service workers
union in Wshington before going back to Puerto R co to nanage a
successful canpaign to organize public enpl oyees there; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2000, Hector J. Figueroa returned to New York, and
served as both Secretary and Treasurer of 32BJ SEIU, a New York | oca
branch of the Service Enpl oyees International Union, which represents
nore than 170,000 building cleaners, security guards, doornmen and
airport workers; 12 years later, he was elected to the title of
President, and was re-elected | ast year; and

VWHEREAS, In this capacity, Hector J. Figueroa |ed nunerous
successful canpaigns for better pay and working conditions for thousands
of | owwage workers; he supported the grass-roots effort by fast-food
workers in New York which grew into a nati onw de canpai gn for a higher
m ni rum wage known as the Fight for 15; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Hector J. Figueroa was instrunmental in
procuring a substantial wage increase for 40,000 airport workers from
New York City's three nain airports; and

VWHEREAS, Under the | um nous nanagenent of Hector J. Figueroa, 32BJ
SEIU greatly increased its public presence and nenbership by 50, 000
wor kers; and

VWHEREAS, A passionate |eader, Hector J. Figueroa was a man of vision
who had a genui ne concern for workers and the New York City community;
he understood the needs of enployers as well and worked effectively with



busi ness owners and officials, earning their respect as well as that of
hi s uni on nmenbers; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his nother, Hector J. Figueroa is survived
by his wfe, Deirdre McFadyen; his father, Luis; one daughter, Elena;
one son, Eric; and one sister, Vilma;, as well as nunerous friends and
wor kers t hroughout New York City who will long cherish his nmenory; and

WHEREAS, Hector J. Figueroa was truly a trail blazer who contri buted
greatly to the cause of working nen and wonen in New York Gty and
| eaves an inspiring | egacy for others to follow, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Hector J. Figueroa, |abor union |eader, devoted
famly man, and dedi cated nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Hector J. Figueroa.



