Senate Resol ution No. 2081
BY: Senat or KAPLAN

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
August 7, 2019, as Assyrian Menorial Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonpb to proclaim August 7, 2019, as Assyrian
Menorial Day in the State of New York, as it is observed by Assyrians
wor | dwi de, cel ebrating the Assyrian cultural identity; and

WHEREAS, During the Assyrian GCenocide of 1915-1918, 750,000 nen,
wonen, and children of Assyrian descent lost their |lives at the hands of
the Gttoman Turkish Enpire inits attenpt to systematically elimnate
the Assyrian race, while hundreds of thousands becane honel ess and
st at el ess refugees; and

WHEREAS, August 7, 1933, 1is recognized by the | nt er nat i onal
Associ ation of Genocide Scholars as the date on which 3,000 thousand
Assyrians were killed at the orders of the Iragi governnent in an event
known as the Sinele Massacre, which continued the | egacy of persecution
exenplified by the 1915 Assyrian CGenoci de; and

VWHEREAS, August 7th, globally observed by the Assyrian community as
Assyrian Menorial Day, is in remenbrance of the Sinele Massacre and of
all persecution the Assyrian people have faced as a result of their
distinct and ancient ethnic and religious identity; and

WHEREAS, Starting in 2014, followng ISIS takeover of the Iraqi
governnent, the Assyrians have suffered persecution at the hands of I1SIS
whi ch has been recogni zed as a genoci de by the European Parlianent, the
United States Departnent of State and House of Representatives, and now,
with this Resolution, the New York State Governnent; and

VWHEREAS, Between the years of 2003 and 2018, the Assyrian popul ation
in its ancestral honel and of Mesopotam a, where it has existed for over
6, 000 years, dropped from 1,500,000 to under 250,000 people, due to the
genocide committed against it by ISIS; and

WHEREAS, The crimes against humanity commtted by |ISIS against
Assyrians have not only resulted in the killing and displacenent of
di sturbi ng nunbers of innocent people, but have al so had the consequence
of the enslavenent and rape of countless wonen and children, and the
destroyi ng of ancient churches, artifacts, and cities that were bastions
of the Assyrian cultural heritage; and

WHEREAS, The Assyrian people have been denied the right to
self-determination on their ancestral |ands; they have received no form
of reparations for their tragic |osses; and w thout an autononous state
in their ancestral honeland, they |ack protection fromtargeted attacks
t hat have been historically persistent; and



VWHEREAS, The Assyrians living in their honel and of Mesopotam a speak
the Assyrian-Aramai c | anguage, practice their distinct and ancient rite
of Christianity, and celebrate their cultural custonms regularly; and

Assyrians in diaspora cannot practice, and in effect preserve, these
cultural bastions to the degree that the honel and popul ati on does due to
the effects of cultural assimlation; therefore, the Assyrian honel and
popul ation is the foundation that keeps the Assyrian identity alive; and

WHEREAS, Wth the Assyrian population in Mesopotam a havi ng been
nearly destroyed by the genocide commtted by 1SIS, Assyrians in
di aspora are losing hope for the future of their venerable and storied
ethnic identity, as it is now quickly fading away; and

WHEREAS, The response of the people of New York State to the recent
refugee crisis shows there is a strong desire for governnment to stand in
solidarity with persecuted and downtrodden ethnic groups; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York endeavors to chanpi on human rights
and the recognition of diverse cultural, ethnic, and religious
identities, and to uphold the support that constituents have shown for
underserved and persecuted nminorities; and

WHEREAS, Assyrians in New York, and throughout the world, have not
been provided wth justice for the crinmes perpetrated against the
Assyrian nation; and, as a result of +this, these crinmes have been
repeated several tines in recent history, to the point of near
anni hilation of the Assyrian honel and community; and

WHEREAS, New York State is a |eader in terns of progress and soci al
justice; we acknow edge that this Resolution nmakes New York State the
first state to recognize Assyrian Menorial Day, and to recognize the
Assyrian GCenocide as a distinct historical event; it is our hope that
other states will follow this nodel and recognize these two inportant
events; and

WHEREAS, By consistently renmenbering and forcefully condeming the
atrocities conmtted against the Assyrians, honoring the cultural
identity of this suffering group, and calling for action to aid themin
their struggles, we can provide the American public wth a greater
awareness of their plight, and provide the Assyrian diaspora community
with a synbol of hope for the future, which can in turn spur efforts to
enact justice on their behalf; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim August 7, 2019, as
Assyrian Menorial Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York; and the Assyrian American Associ ation of Yonkers.



