Senate Resolution No. 1986
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG Jason Robi nson upon the occasi on of
capturing the 2019 NYSPHSAA Track and Field 800-,
1, 600- and 3, 200- net er Wheel chair Di vi si on
Chanpi onshi ps

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to those citizens who enbody the true American spirit,
denonstrating personal courage and conviction in pursuit of athletic
achi evenment without regard to physical limtation; and

WHEREAS, Excellence and success in conpetitive sports can be
achieved only through strenuous practice, teamplay and teamspirit,
nurtured by dedi cated coaching and strategic planning; and

WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition enhances the noral and physical
devel opnent of the young people of this State, preparing themfor the
future by instilling in them the value of teamwrk, encouraging a
st andard of healthy Iliving, inparting a desire for success and
devel oping a sense of fair play and conpetition; and

WHEREAS, A sophonore at Westnoreland Hi gh School, Jason Robinson
captured the 3,200-neter event wth a tinme of 8:45.96, the 1,600- in
4:19.11 and the 800- in 2:04.69 during the NYSPHSAA Track and Field
Wheel chair Division Chanmpions fromJune 7-8, 2019, at M ddl etown Hi gh
School ; and

VWHEREAS, Even though he was the only participant in the wheelchair
di vision, Jason Robinson proudly proved that anyone can acconplish
anything, and that there are opportunities for other people i n
wheel chairs to race for a New York State Chanpi onship; and

VWHEREAS, W th overwhel mi ng support from Westnorel and track and field
coach Neal Bartlett and officials fromthe school district, Section Il
and New York State, legislation was pushed through and a wheelchair
di vi si on was established for the New York State Chanpi onships; and

VWHEREAS, Racing is not new to Jason Robinson; he made history six
years ago, at the young age of 10, when he becane the youngest
participant to conpete in the Boilermker 15K Road Race's wheel chair
di vi sion; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition to track and field, Jason Robinson has excelled
in several other sports including wheelchair basketball, conpetitive
swi nm ng and sl ed hockey; and

WHEREAS, Jason Robinson has also won approximtely 30 track and
field and swming titles at Junior Nationals; and

WHEREAS, Jason Robinson's overall record is outstandi ng, he has been
| oyally and enthusiastically supported by famly, fans, friends and the



community at |arge; and

VWHEREAS, Jason Robi nson has truly proven hinself to be an unbeatable
conmbi nation of talents, reflecting favorably on his school; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
appl aud the achievenents of its citizens who would elect to challenge
life with an uncommon spirit and determ nation, denonstrating by exanple
and purposeful action that commtnent to personal goals is the
wel I spring of self-fulfillment and triunph; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Jason Robinson wupon the occasion of capturing the 2019
NYSPHSAA Track and Field 800-, 1,600- and 3,200-neter Weelchair
Di vi si on Chanpi onshi ps; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Jason Robi nson.



