Senate Resolution No. 1981
BY: Senat or HELM NG

COMVEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of the Janes
R Hi ckey Anerican Legion Post 120 of Palnyra, New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
patriotic organi zations and individuals who devote thenselves to the
wel fare of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Janes R Hickey Anerican Legion
Post 120 of Pal nmyra, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The James R Hickey Anmerican Legion Post 120's history can
be traced to the beginning of the Anmerican Legion, when a group of 20
officers who served in the Anerican Expeditionary Forces (A E. F.) in
France in World War | had an idea; spurred on by Lieutenant Col onel
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., they proposed an organi zati on of veterans; and

VWHEREAS, |In February of 1919, this group fornmed a tenporary
commttee and sel ected several hundred officers who had the confidence
and respect of the whole arny; the first organization neeting took place
in Paris in March of 1919, when about 1,000 officers and enlisted nen
attended, including a representative fromPalnyra, Dr. C.C. Nesbhitt; and

VWHEREAS, The Anerican Legion is a conmunity service organization
consisting of nmen and wonen representing nearly 15,6000 Anerican Legi on
Posts worl dwi de; these posts are organized into 55 Departnents, one for
each state, the District of Colunbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and
t he Philippines; Local Post 120 was al so founded in 1919; and

VWHEREAS, James R Hickey was the first Palnyra man to be killed in
action in Wrld War I, during a battle in the Vale Sector, France, on
August 23, 1918; another native son, Charles Beck was killed in action
while Nelson Harnmon and George Snmith are reported to have died of
pneunoni a; and

VWHEREAS, The American Legi on Post of Pal nyra changed its nanme from
Rear Admiral Sanpson Post to Janmes R Hickey Post in July of 1921;
apparently, when the young veterans net to organize, they wused Admral
Sanpson as a tenporary nanme since he was Pal nyra's nost fanous son of
nodern tine, the "Hero of Manila Bay" fromthe Spani sh American War; and

VWHEREAS, |In March of 1926, James R Hickey's body was returned to
Pal nyra, and was buried with full mlitary honors by the Janes R Hi ckey
Aneri can Legi on Post; and

VWHEREAS, The Janmes R Hickey Post Fam |y consists of three separate



menber shi ps: The Post (nmen and wonen veterans), Auxiliary Unit 120,
founded in the 1920s, (w ves, nothers, sisters, and daughters, etc.) and

the Sons of the Anerican Legion (sons, grandsons, etc.), was established
many years |ater; and

WHEREAS, The focus of the efforts of the Janmes R Hickey Post 120
Famly are to ensure the Four Pillars of the American Legion: Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation, Nation Security, Americanismand Children
and Youth, are always guiding their actions within the community; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the American Legion assist their fellow veterans
at VA hospitals and clinics, organize various commenorative events, and
support numerous issues on behalf of interests of veterans and service
menbers, including benefits such as pensions and the Veterans Health
Adm ni stration; and

WHEREAS, Under the |um nous | eadership of Comrander Davi d Borl and,
Anerican Legion Post 120 hosts various events and charities aiding
veterans and famlies with the best care possible; and

WHEREAS, The success of American Legion Post 120 is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its nenbers, whose involvenent is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridl ed
ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the organi zation and the comunity it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Anerican Legi on Post 120 continues its dedication to
fostering the traditions of patriotism excellence, and commi tnent which
have made our nation strong; it is the customof this Legislative Body
to recognize the significance of their contributions and to note their
wor t hy endeavors whi ch have earned the recognition and appl ause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Janmes R Hi ckey Anmerican Legion
Post 120 of Pal myra, New York, and to commend its nenbers, past and
present, on behalf of a grateful conmmunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to David Borland, James R Hickey Anmerican Legi on Post 120.



