Senate Resolution No. 1884
BY: Senator SAVI NO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 16, 2019, as Donestic Wrkers Day in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious issues
that affect the lives of residents of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJune 16, 2019, as
Donestic Workers Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of International Donestic Wrkers Day; and

WHEREAS, Everyday, donestic workers care for the elderly, assist
people with disabilities, <clean hones, and nurture children, thus
freeing up the tine and attention of mllions of other working famlies;
and

VWHEREAS, Donestic work is routinely undervalued and overl ooked,
casting donestic workers into the shadows and nmaking their needs
I nvi si ble; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, donestic workers were intentionally
excluded fromthe Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) as a concession to
Southern politicians in the early 1900s; this exclusion was mrrored on
the state | evel, creating an unregul ated and underground econony that
| eft donestic workers subject to wi despread m streatnent and abuse; and

WHEREAS, Wthout |aws to regulate behavior and policies, donestic
wor kers are vul nerable to ranpant exploitation including wage theft,
sexual harassnent and abuse, and discrimnation; and

WHEREAS, Donestic workers often have to rely on the good graces of
potential enployers rather than expect industry standards and practices
to protect them and

VWHEREAS, |nternational Domestic Wrkers Day, June 16, celebrates the
2011 passage of the International Labor Organization Convention 189 for
Decent Work for Donestic Wrkers; and

WHEREAS, I n 2010 and 2011, donestic workers from around the world
cane together to fight to establish the first gl obal standards for the
estimated 50 to 100 mlIlion donestic workers worl dw de; and

WHEREAS, Provi ding donestic workers with protections equivalent to
those available to other workers addresses historic discrimnation and
frequent exclusion fromlabor |aws for the donestic work sector, and
prom ses better working conditions and better |ives; and



WHEREAS, Governnment at all levels in across the world have a
responsibility to review their |abor aws and reformthem as necessary
to bring theminto line with the convention and reconmendati on; and

VWHEREAS, CGovernnents nust act powerfully to protect donestic workers
from violence and abuse, including educating and hol di ng account abl e
donestic enployers to conpliance with the law, regulating internediaries
that recruit and facilitate enploynent such as private enploynent
agencies and gig-app platform conpani es, and preventing child |abor and
| abor trafficking in donestic work; and

WHEREAS, After wi nning C. 189, donestic workers have continued on
with building the International Donestic Wrkers Federation, a strong,
denocratic and united donestic workers global organization to protect
and advance donestic workers' rights everywhere; and

WHEREAS, New York was the first state in the Nation to pass a
Donestic Worker Bill of Rights and since continues to be commtted to
propel I ing donestic workers' rights to the 21st century; and

VWHEREAS, In just nine years, nine states and one rmunicipality have
passed Donestic W rkers' Bills of R ghts in the United St at es,
representing a historic step forward for donmestic work being recognized
as real work and establishing |abor protections; and

WHEREAS, Donestic workers have an inherent right to be able to
demand nore fromtheir industry and be able to engage in dialoguing with
enpl oyers and governnent to determne fair standards that honors their
humanity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJune 16, 2019, as
Donestic Wirkers Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New York, and the National Donestic Wrkers Alliance.



