Senate Resolution No. 1821
BY: Senat or KAM NSKY

HONORI NG fornmer New York State Assenbl yman Harvey
Wei senberg for his tenacious advocacy for people
with devel opnental disabilities, for 25 years as a
State Assenbl yman, and for nore than 60 vyears of
public service on June 12, 2019

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to observe m | estones of
prom nent public servants of indonmtable faith and dedi cation whose life
and countl ess acconplishnments will forever stand as a paradigm and

i nspiration for others; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
former New York State Assenbl ynan Harvey Wi senberg for his tenacious
advocacy for people with devel opnental disabilities, for 25 years as a
State Assenbl yman, and for nore than 60 years of public service on June
12, 2019; and

WHEREAS, A |lifelong resident of Long Beach, Harvey Wi senberg
graduated from Long Beach Hi gh School in 1952, before attending Ni agara
University on a basketball scholarship; he received a Bachelor of
Sci ence degree from New York University in 1958, and earned his Master
of Science degree from Hofstra University; he also holds a professional
diploma in admnistration fromC W Post University; and

WHEREAS, A forner police officer in the Gty of Long Beach, Harvey
Wei senberg was involved in the field of education for nore than 20
years, first as a teacher, then as an admnistrator; today, he remains
an educator at heart; and

WHEREAS, In 1976, Harvey Wi senberg was elected to the Long Beach
City Council and served as President of that body in both 1977 and 1980;
and

VWHEREAS, Elected to the Assenbly on February 14, 1989, Harvey
Wi senberg chaired the Assenbly's Committee on Al coholism and Drug Abuse
until January of 2001, when he was appointed as Deputy Majority Wip of
the Assenbly, and in 2003, was appointed as Assistant Speaker Pro
Tenpore; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious legislative career, Harvey
Wi senberg was a staunch advocate for people with disabilities; he was
successful in renoving barriers, inproving access, and enhancing the

quality of life for all with physical and nental challenges; he also
secured significant funds which benefitted nunerous agencies and
organi zations within his district that worked with and provi ded services
to adults and children with physical and nental disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, Harvey Wi senberg has been a continual advocate for |aws
that protect children with disabilities; and



WHEREAS, Because of his extraordinary vision and determ nation,
Harvey Wei senberg was able to obtain funding to build housing for

medically fragile <children on Long Island; he was al so instrunmental in
maki ng the innovative Surfers Healing programa huge success, an event
in Long Beach where children with autism acconpanied by trained
surfers, experience the thrill and freedomof riding the waves; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his renowned career as a promnent public
servant, Harvey Wi senberg has been the proud recipient of countless
awards and accol ades because of his ceasel ess dedication to inproving
the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, Prior to representing the people in the 20th Assenbly
District, Harvey Wi senberg served on the Long Beach City Council for 13
years; he has also been a |ifeguard, coach, police officer, restaurant
owner, special education teacher and elenentary school assi st ant
principal; and

VWHEREAS, Mbst recently, Harvey Wi senberg published a book about his
life experiences titled, For the Love of a Child: My Life, My City & My
M ssion, inspired by the nenorable tine he spent with his late wfe,
Ellen, and their son, Ricky; and

WHEREAS, In addition to Ellen and Ricky, with himthroughout have
been his other four children, Vicki, Russell (Marilyn), Julie (Donald),
and Gregg (Sogdianna), as well as his six grandchildren, M chael, Danny,
Jacki e, Brock, Max, and Zac, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of
his life and rejoice in his achievenents; and

WHEREAS, It has always been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commtnent to the betternent of their communities, and it is the intent
of this Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records, this tribute to
Harvey \Weisenberg, that future generations may know and appreciate his
adm rabl e character, his many benevol ent deeds, and the respect and
esteemin which he is held by their peers; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Harvey Wi senberg, the man, the father, the friend, whose spirit
of service to others has denonstrated an unparalleled devotion which
built bridges of hope for those who seek human dignity and a productive
role in society; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Harvey Wi senberg.



