Senate Resol ution No. 1772
BY: Senator O MARA

COVMEMORATI NG t he 200t h Anni versary of the Vill age
of Burdett, New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor and
commenorate the distinguished histories of the comunities whi ch
conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 200th Anniversary of the Village of Burdett, New York,
to be recognized with a Bicentennial Celebration along Miin Street on
Sat urday, June 1, 2019; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s auspicious event will kick-off a year-long cel ebration
and will include nore than a dozen arts and crafts vendors, a pie eating
contest, <children's activities, Cornhole ganes, and |live nusic by Jame
Potter, Erich Asperschlager, Scott Adans, Brett Beardsley and Due Sout h;
and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, there will be historic and artistic displays,
narrated bus tours, along wth a presentation on the history of the
Burdett Volunteer Fire Departnent followed by its free conmmunity dinner
and fireworks; copies of the 140-page book, Historic Burdett Cel ebrates
200 Years, wll also be available for purchase; and

VWHEREAS, The Village of Burdett is located in Schuyler County wthin
the Town of Hector on the east side of Seneca Lake along State Route 79,
and is currently hone to approxinmately 350 residents and several
busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, Two hundred years ago, Burdett was a pioneer town of smal
cabi ns and rudi mentary honesteads; at the end of the Revolutionary War,
the Town of Hector, including what woul d becone Burdett, was decl ared
Mlitary Bounty Lands; and

VWHEREAS, The first settlers found the mghty Hector Falls Creek and
used its power to generate a variety of mlls; fromwolen mlls, to
grist mlls, to sawmmlls and a shingle factory, this little town was a
mll tow and at the very crossroads of comerce and industry in the
early part of the 19th Century; and

VWHEREAS, In 1819, the U S. Postal Service declared this area,
| ocated on nmjor New York State turnpi kes and wth deep waterway access
as its newest delivery stop; the new post office needed a nanme, and
| ocal resident R chard Wodard suggested Burdett, after Sir Frances
Burdett, a nmenber of Parlianent in Geat Britain; and

WHEREAS, Early residents farned the fertile and beautiful |[|and,
producing various fruit groups and grain, and bountiful grass for its
many sheep and cattle herds; and



VWHEREAS, The advent of the Lehigh Railroad in the early 1890s
accelerated Burdett's growth; however, with progress, fires raged out of

control and threatened the community, pronpting the establishnment of the
first fire conpany in 1898; and

VWHEREAS, After 120 vyears of service to its community, the fire
conpany will nove into its brand-new facility in conjunction wth the
celebration of the village's 200th Anniversary; and

WHEREAS, The residents of the Village of Burdett are proud of their
hone and its storied history; it was the birthplace of a world-fanpus
mechani cal engi neer who founded the nechani cal engi neering departnent at
Georgia Tech, and the honme to a fanous artist who founded the art
departnment at Stanford University and an artist colony at Wodstock, and
a famly which started road racing in the United States of America; and

VWHEREAS, The people of this conmunity also risked everything to help
escaped sl aves find peace and freedomin their small village; and

WHEREAS, O historic origin, and remaining fruitful over the ebb and
fl ow of decades of growh and change, the Village of Burdett continues
to provide the quintessential quality of life for its residents; and

WHEREAS, Under the able I|eadership of Mayor Dale Wlter, the
residents of the Village of Burdett have a bright outl ook for the future
of their community, which remains a beautiful place in which to live and
raise a famly; and

VWHEREAS, |In recognition of the Village of Burdett's rich history and
enduring contribution to the State of New York, this Legislative Body is
proud to pay tribute to this spirited towmn upon the occasion of its
200t h Anni versary; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenor ate the 200th Anniversary of the Village of Burdett, New York,
recogni zing the significance of the role it continues to play in the
life of the community of the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mayor Dale Walter, Village of Burdett, New YorKk.



