Senate Resol ution No. 1645
BY: Senator JORDAN

HONORI NG Raynond F. O Conor upon the occasion of
his designation as recipient of the Gold Rem Award
at the WorldFest-Houston 52nd Annual International
| ndependent Fil m Festi val

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those individuals whose conmtnment and creative tal ents have
contributed to the entertai nment and cultural enrichnent of the citizens
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Raymond F. O Conor upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
the Gold Remi Award at the Worl dFest-Houston 52nd Annual International
| ndependent Film Festival which was held April 5-14, 2019, at the
Cinemark Theatres Menorial City in Houston, Texas; and

VWHEREAS, The Worl| dFest-Houston Film Festival is one of the world's
oldest and largest film and script conpetitions; during this year's
event, nore than 4,400 category entries were conpeting from 74
countries; and

VWHEREAS, Raynond F. O Conor won t he prestigious ronance
screenwiting award for a screenplay based on his book, She Called H m
Raynmond: A True Story of Love, Loss, Faith and Healing; and

VWHEREAS, A resident of WIlton, New York, Raynond F. O Conor retired
fromhis positions as bank president and chief executive officer to
focus on witing after |earning about the remarkabl e story of his nother
and her late first husband, Raynond Stephenson, several years ago; and

WHEREAS, The book is the true story of author Raynond F. O Conor's
not her, Helen Gregg, the daughter of Irish inmgrant parents raised in
the mseries of New York's Hell's Kitchen during the G eat Depression,
and her husband, Raynond Stephenson, an aspiring World War |11 B-17 pil ot
fromthe struggling city of Ironton, GChio; and

VWHEREAS, They share a brief yet extraordinary life together, until
the war tears themapart and he is killed in a flying accident; and

WHEREAS, The screenplay's title, Foreverly, was inspired by Jeff
Brisbin, a conposer, lyricist and performer who wote a ballad bearing
the sane title; and

WHEREAS, Today, Raynond F. O Conor holds the title of Chairman of
Sar at oga National Bank & Trust Conpany; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when artistic
creators of such remarkable talent and acconplishnents are brought to
our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the



citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Raynond F. O Conor upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the Gold Rem Award at the WorldFest-Houston 52nd Annual
I nternational |ndependent Film Festival; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Raynond F. O Conor.



