Senate Resolution No. 1616
BY: Senat or ADDABBO

COMVENDING Mario GCilento wupon the occasion of
bei ng sel ected as an honoree for this year's Italian
Anerican Day on June 3, 2019

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
cormend the efforts of those individuals who distinguish thenselves in
service to the cause of working nen and wonmen in the State of New York;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend Mario Cilento upon the occasion of being selected as an honoree
for this year's Italian American Day to be cel ebrated on Monday, June 3,
2019; and

VWHEREAS, After earning his Bachel ors of Science degree from Fordham
University in 1990, Mario Clento joined the Newspaper Cuild-CM;, two
years |l ater, he began his |ong and distinguished career wth the New
York State AFL-CI O serving as Public Relations Director from 1992-1999;
and

WHEREAS, Mario Clento then held the position of Chief of Staff; in
this capacity, he coordinated the day to day and long-term political,
| egi sl ative, conmmuni cati ons and grassroots strategies of t he
organi zation, as well as the overall policy and developnent of the
organi zation's staff departnents; he was al so responsi ble for outreach,
initiatives and strategies concerning the State Federation's Executive
Board and affiliates; and

WHEREAS, I n 2011, Mario Clento was elected to the esteened title of
President of the New York State AFL-CI G throughout his tenure, he has
focused on transform ng the way people see the | abor novenent to ensure
New Yor kers understand unions are nmade up of people who work, and we are
all connected by work; and

WHEREAS, Mario Cilento has also concentrated on educating the
union's 2.5 mllion nenbers on issues which inpact their well-being, and
then translating that know edge into grassroots advocacy in their
respective conmmunities; and

WHEREAS, Mario Cilento's renewed focus on nenbership engagenent
conbi ned with new comuni cation strategies has been instrunental in the
enactnment of progressive legislation, which has a real inpact on the
lives of working famlies across the state; and

VWHEREAS, Sone of the nobst recent inprovenents include reform which
will require Industrial Devel opment Agencies (I DA) to have transparency
and accountability standards when public noney is wused for econonic
devel opnment; in 2013, he created the Maki ng New York Work canpai gn which
uses the perspective of hard-working New Yorkers to nmake val uable



changes throughout the State; and

VWHEREAS, Under the |um nous | eadership of Mario Cilento, the New
York State AFL-ClIO also hel ped pass the Veterans' Service Credit bill,
the Paid Fam |y Leave benefit, the $15 per hour mninum wage, the
reaut hori zation of the Wrld Trade Center Health Program and extension
of the Septenber 11th Victi m Conpensation Fund, and the first increase
i n unenpl oynent benefits in 14 years, as well as a 50 percent boost in
the m ni nrum wor kers' conpensati on benefit; and

VWHEREAS, In addition, New York State AFL-CIO coordinated a
successful multi-union effort to revolutionize the delivery of health
care in New York, and The Safe Patient Handling Act; and

VWHEREAS, Mario Clento has al so served as a Comm ssioner of the New
York State | nsurance Fund and on the Executive Boards of the W rkforce
Devel opnent Institute and the Working Theater; currently, he is a nenber
of the Cornell University Board of Trustees and the New York State
AFL-Cl O Cornell |LR Board; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndividuals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the «citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Mario Cilento upon the occasion of being selected as an honoree
for this year's Italian American Day on June 3, 2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mario G |ento.



