Senate Resolution No. 1539
BY: Senat or HOYLMAN

COVMEMORATI NG  the 50t h Anni versary of the
St onewal | Ri ots ("Stonewal I "), a series of
spont aneous denonstrations by nenbers of the LGBTQ
comunity that took place in the early norning hours
on June 28, 1969, at the Stonewall Inn in New York
City and led to the nodern international LGBTQ hunan
ri ghts novenent

VWHEREAS, Stonewal |, which was I|ed by transgender and gender
non- conform ng people, lasted five nights and served as a galvanizing
nonent for the LGBTQ activist comunity to wunite in a nationw de
novenent fighting for LGBTQ rights; and

WHEREAS, The dedi cation and persistence of activists ensured that

the anniversary of Stonewall would becomre a day to nenorialize,
cel ebrate, and honor, with the organi zation of the first annual Pride
march in 1970 comrenorating one year of Stonewall; and

VWHEREAS, It was the dedication of these activists that ensured that
the nmenory of Stonewall would becone a rallying cry for the emanci patory
struggl e of LGBTQ people across the world; and

WHEREAS, At the tinme of Stonewall, "soliciting honosexual relations”
and wearing "gender-inappropriate dress" were considered crimes in New
York and the mpjority of states, where punishnment could include fines
and i nprisonnent; and

VWHEREAS, | n such an environnment of I|egalized hostility, Stonewall
woul d becone the genesis of the LGBTQ novenent by serving as a conmon
ground not only for gay and | esbian people but also for drag queens,
transgender people, sex workers, and honel ess youth; and

WHEREAS, Police officers would periodically raid the Stonewall |nn,
harass patrons, and issue arrests for alleged "crinmes"; and

WHEREAS, When one such raid occurred in the early norning hours of
June 28, 1969, the patrons rose up to defend thensel ves; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the night a crowd nunbering between 500 to 600
peopl e denonstrated, sang protest songs, and took a stand for LGBTQ
rights; and

VWHEREAS, By 4:00 amthe crowd dissipated, but the same could not be
said of the emancipatory spirit awakened by the riots since the crowd
returned the follow ng four evenings to reassert their will tolive in a
world free fromanti-LGTQ harassnent and hostility; and

VWHEREAS, These protests unleashed a revolutionary power that
I nspired the global LGBTQ Pride novenent and a new wave of activismwth
the founding of the Gay Liberation Front, the Gay Activists Alliance, as



wel | as new publications |like Gay, Cone Qut!, and Gay Power; and

WHEREAS, The spirit of Pride and Stonewall is preserved today by the
I nportant work of those individuals and organi zati ons working together
acr oss the world to commenorate the legacy of Stonewall's 50th
Anni versary; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Stonewall R ots; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Stonewall Inn, New York City.



