Senate Resolution No. 1536
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 5, 2019, as World Environnent Day in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious issues
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimJune 5, 2019, as Wrld
Environnent Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, World Environnment Day is the United Nation's nost inportant
day for encouragi ng worl dw de awareness and action for the protection of
our environnent; since it began in 1974, it has grown to becone a gl obal
platformfor public outreach that is wdely celebrated in over 100
countries; and

WHEREAS, World Environnment Day is the "people's day" for doing
sonething to take care of the Earth; that "something”" can be focused
locally, nationally or globally; it can be a solo action or involve a
crowd; everyone is free to choose; and

WHEREAS, World Environnment Day is held every year to encourage
peopl e across the globe to re-think the way they use plastic on a daily
basis; this year's thene, "If you can't reuse it, refuse it,"” invites us
all to consider how we can nake changes in our everyday lives to reduce
the heavy burden of plastic pollution on our natural places, our
wildlife, and our own heal th; and

WHEREAS, Pl astic pollution has becone an epidemc; every year,
i ndividuals throw away enough plastic to circle the Earth four tines,
and it can persist for up to 1,000 years before it fully disintegrates;
and

VWHEREAS, At any given tinme, an estimated 165 mllion plastic
particles are floating in the estuaries which stretch from the Tappan
Zee Bridge, along the |ower Hudson River, south to Sandy Hook Bay, in
New Jersey; that is nore than 256,000 particles per square Kkiloneter;
and

WHEREAS, Wile plastic has many val uabl e uses, we have becone over
reliant on single-use or disposable plastic, with severe environnental

consequences; around the world, one mllion plastic drinking bottles are
pur chased every mnute, and 500 billion disposable plastic bags are used
wor |l dwi de every vyear; in total, 50 percent of the plastic we use is

singl e use; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly one third of the plastic packaging we use escapes



collection systens, which neans that it ends up clogging our city
streets and polluting our natural environnent; every vyear, up to 13

mllion tons of plastic |leak into our oceans, where it snothers coral
reefs and threatens vul nerable marine wildlife; and

WHEREAS, Plastic also nmakes its way into our water supply, and thus
into our bodies; plastics contain a nunber of chem cals, many of which
are toxic or disrupt hornones, and can al so serve as a nagnet for other
pol lutants, including dioxins, netals and pesticides; and

WHEREAS, |If you can't reuse it, refuse it; there are so nmany things
each and every person on this planet can do: ask restaurants to stop
using plastic straws, bring your own coffee nmug to work, pressure your
| ocal authorities to inprove how they manage your city's waste, bring
your own shoppi ng bags to the supermarket, pressure food suppliers to
use non-plastic packaging, refuse plastic cutlery, and pick up any
pl astic you see the next tine you go for a wal k on the beach; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious environnental issue, and nore nmust be done to increase
activity at the local, state, national and international Ilevels to
pronote water conservation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimJune 5, 2019, as Wrld
Environnent Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transnmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



