Senate Resol ution No. 1533
BY: Senator COWRI E

COVMVENDI NG Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority,

I ncorporated Epsilon Pi Onmega Chapter upon the
occasion of hosting its Annual Comunity Charter Day
Cel ebration, and paying tribute to this year's
honorees on June 9, 2019

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to conmend those
illustrious organizations wthin the State of New York whose focus and
i ntent have nmade a substantial inmpact on the quality of I|ife in their
conmmuni ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend Al pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Epsilon Pi Orega
Chapt er upon the occasion of hosting its Annual Conmunity Charter Day
Cel ebration, and to pay tribute to this year's honorees on Sunday, June
9, 2019; and

VWHEREAS, This year's honorees include: Gary B. difton, Qutstanding
Community Leader, Recreational Inner-Cty Sports and Educati on program
(R1.S. E); and St. Al bans Congregational Church's Because W Care Food
Pantry and C ot hing Boutique, Excelsior Award for Qutstandi ng Community
Organi zati on; and

WHEREAS, In addition, college scholarships wll be presented to
several deserving graduating high school students who reside in Queens,
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, On January 15, 1908, Ethel Hedgeman and eight of her
| i ke- m nded friends f ounded Al pha Kappa Al pha (AKA) Sorority,
I ncorporated at Howard University, a historically black wuniversity
|l ocated in Washington, D.C.; the wonen created the support network to
benefit not only thenselves, but others through their talents and
strengths; and

VWHEREAS, From the original group of nine wonen, AKA Sorority has
grown into a force of nore than 290,000 col |l egi ate nmenbers and al ummae,
constituting 1,007 chapters in 42 states, the District of Colunbia, the
US Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Gernmany, Liberia, South Korea, Japan,
Canada, South Africa and the Mddle East; and

WHEREAS, For nore than a century, AKA Sorority has remained true to
its mssion conprised of five basic tenets: to cultivate and encourage
high scholastic and ethical standards, pronote unity and friendship
anong col | ege wonen, study and help alleviate problens concerning girls
and wonen in order to inprove their social stature, mintain a
progressive interest in college life, and above all, be of Service to
Al'l Manki nd; and

WHEREAS, In 1950, 32 dynamc college-trained, professional wonen



sought to perpetuate the traditions and ideals of AKA, their vision to
improve the quality of [ife for the residents of the Queens community

led themto formthe Epsilon Pi Omega Chapter, which was chartered on
May 13, 1950, at the Springfield Gardens United Methodi st Church; and

WHEREAS, Over the years the Chapter's nenbership has increased from

the original 32 charter nenbers to over 100 active Sorors; in Kkeeping
with the sorority's tradition of pronoting academ c excellence and
enriching the Ilives of <college wonen, the Chapter chartered two

undergraduate chapters, Nu M1 and Nu Psi for selected students in
Queens; and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception, Epsilon Pi Orega has collaborated with
a variety of governnental and conmmunity organizations to address the
needs of residents of the Queens community through innovative prograns
and activities which focus on education, econom c enpowernent, health,
the arts and the black famly; and

WHEREAS, Under the Ilumnous |eadership of President DeRosette
Harrison, the success of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Incorporated
Epsilon Pi Onega Chapter is in direct correlation to the efforts of its
dedi cated nenbers, whose involvenent is, and al ways has been,
characterized by an inpressive conmtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of
the sorority and the population it serves; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
organi zations which enhance the well-being and vitality of their
community and have shown a | ong and sustained comritnent to excell ence
certainly have earned the recognition and applause of all the «citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Incorporated Epsilon P Ontega
Chapter wupon the occasion of hosting its Annual Comrunity Charter Day
Cel ebration, and to pay tribute to this year's honorees on June 9, 2019;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to DeRosette Harrison, President, Al pha Kappa Al pha
Sorority, Incorporated Epsilon Pi Orega Chapter.



