Senate Resol ution No. 1492
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

COVMEMORATI NG t he 177th Anni versary of the signing
of the Buffalo Creek Treaty between the Seneca
Nation of Indians and the United States of Anmerica
on May 20, 1842

WHEREAS, Wth due cause and proper resolve, this Legislative Body
honors the Seneca Nation of Indians as it comenorates the 177th
Anni versary of the signing of the Buffalo Creek Treaty of 1842; and

VWHEREAS, A comrenorative cerenony will be held on the historic | ands
of the Buffalo Creek reservation on Friday, My 17, 2019, at the
Burchfield Nature Center, in Wst Seneca, New York; and

WHEREAS, The Buffalo Creek Treaty cerenony is held annually to
commenorate the signing of the 1842 Conprom se Treaty that recogni zed
and forever restored the Seneca Nation territories of Cattaraugus,
Allegany and G| Spring to the possession of the Seneca people; the
event nenorializes the significant agreenent between the Seneca Nation
and the United States governnent to respect and acknow edge the Nation's
soverei gn | ands and affirm the Seneca Nat i on of I ndi ans
federally-protected treaty rights; and

WHEREAS, The Seneca Nation of Indians is a founding nenber and one
of the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy (also known as the
Haudenosaunee) who own and occupy aboriginal lands in New York State
that were set aside by the Treaty of Canandai gua of 1794; and

WHEREAS, The Seneca Nation of Indians has a total popul ation of over
8,000 enrolled nenbers and currently holds title to nultiple territories
(Cattaraugus, Allegany, Ol Spring, N agara and Buffalo) in New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, The construction of New York State's Erie Canal in the
early 1800s - a water route linking trade and transportati on between New
York Cty and the Geat Lakes - nade nearby Haudenosaunee | ands very
attractive to |l and specul ators and fueled renoval threats against the
Seneca | ndi ans; and

WHEREAS, Eight years after the enactnent of the federal "Indian
Renoval Act of 1830", five Seneca reservations renained: Allegany,
Cattaraugus, Buffalo Creek, O Spring and Tonawanda; and

WHEREAS, Efforts to renove the Seneca people fromtheir |ands
culmnated with the signing of the notorious Buffalo Creek Treaty of
1838, in which all of the Seneca |lands were sold to the Ogden Land
Conmpany, and the Seneca people were to nove out west, to Indian
Territory, in lands that are now the state of Kansas; and

WHEREAS, This treaty was notorious, even at the tine, for being
bl atantly fraudul ent as bribery, forgery, and deception were used to



obtai n Seneca nenber signatures; and

VWHEREAS, Al npost inmmediately, the Seneca people refused to abide by
the treaty, and diplomatic efforts were made to negotiate a new treaty;
and

WHEREAS, In 1842, a conpronise treaty was secured, known as the
Second Treaty of Buffalo Creek and laid the foundation for much of the
Federal -1roquoi s governnental relations throughout the 19th Century; and

WHEREAS, The Buffalo GCreek Treaty of 1842 saved the Seneca people
the Al egany, Cattaraugus, and O | Spring reservations; furthernore, it
recogni zed and guaranteed the Seneca Nation and its people inherent
sovereignty for nore than one and a half centuries; and

WHEREAS, The Seneca Nation has a strong record of creating
successful business enterprises in Wstern New York, enploying over
6, 500 native and non-native Anericans, and generating over $1 billion in
econonm c growh and revenues to the western New York region; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 177th Anniversary of the signing of the Buffalo Creek
Treaty of 1842 between the Seneca Nation of Indians and the United
States of America; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Rickey L. Arnstrong, Sr., President of the Seneca Nation
of Indians; Mtthew Pagl es, Treasurer; Bethany Johnson, Cerk; and the
Seneca Nation Council.



