Senat e Resol ution No. 1474
BY: Senator LAVALLE

HONORI NG John A. Berdinka upon the occasion of
bei ng named the Westhanpton Free Library Honetown
Hero on May 18, 2019

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor John A
Berdi nka upon the occasion of being naned the Westhanpton Free Library
Honet own Hero to be celebrated on Saturday, My 18, 2019, at the
West hanpt on Beach Fire House, Westhanpton Beach, New York; and

VWHEREAS, |n January of 2018, the Westhanpton Free Library cul m nated
a year-long Honetown Hero program honoring |ocal veterans; this year
the library is rekindling the programby paying tribute, each nonth, to
a nenber of the Anerican Legion; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous and dedi cated service to his country,
John A. Berdinka will be recognized at this year's My Honmetown Hero
Cer enony; and

VWHEREAS, Born on October 18, 1946, John A Berdinka grew up in
West hanpt on, graduating from West hanpt on Beach H gh School in 1964; he
went on to study autonotive mechanics at Voorhees Technical Institute,
part of the nodern-day New York Gty Coll ege of Technol ogy; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his studies, John A  Berdinka
enlisted in the United States Navy; he conpleted boot canp at Naval
Station Geat Lakes in Illinois, and was sent to his first duty station
i n Adak, Al aska, where he spent eight nonths; and

VWHEREAS, John A. Berdinka was then sent to the Naval Construction
Battalion Center in Part Hueneme, California, where he was assigned to
Naval Schools Construction and received heavy nmechanic training before
being transferred to the Naval Construction Battalion Center in
@ul fport, M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, Deployed to Vietnamw th Mbil Construction Battalion 128,
John A. Berdinka was assigned to a night field crew, working overnights
to repair equipnent in the field; and

WHEREAS, In July of 1968, John A Berdinka was sent back to the
United States to receive additional mlitary and nechanical training; in
Decenber of the sane vyear, he returned to Vietnam for anot her
ei ght-nonth tour working in the shop; and

WHEREAS, Separated from active duty in August of 1969, John A
Berdi nka returned to West hanpton, where he went to work for George



Eckart punping gas and repairing cars, followed by a 10-year stint with
Chesterfield Associ ates; and

VWHEREAS, John A. Berdinka went on to have a distinguished career
with the Southanpton Town H ghway Departnent as a shop forenman, a
position he held for 25 years before retiring; and

VWHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his wife of 47 years, Dot,
and their four children, Wlliam MMtthew, Erik and Kristen, who have
all shown himlove and support and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community, John A Berdinka is a nenber of
VFW Post No. 5350 and the West hanpton Beach Historical Society; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited their patriotismboth at home and abroad,
these nmen and wonen denonstrated their |love for their country and nerit
forevernore, the highest respect of their State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor John A. Berdi nka upon the occasion of being named the Westhanpton
Free Library Honetown Hero on May 18, 2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to John A Berdi nka.



