Senat e Resol ution No. 1408
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG Tracy E. MIlis posthunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Tracy E.
MI1lis posthunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate, to be cel ebrated at the Saratoga County Honor A
Vet eran Program on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at the County Building in
Bal | ston Spa, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Born to Ruth and Tracy MIlis, Sr. on February 5, 1924,
Tracy E. MIlis graduated from Saratoga Springs H gh School on June 25,
1941; and

VWHEREAS, After entering into the United States Arny Air Force on My
23, 1944, Tracy E. MIlis proudly served his country as a P-51 Mistang
Fighter Pilot with the 359th Fighter Goup, 369th Fighter Squadron, 67th
Fi ghter Wng during World VWar I1; and

WHEREAS, Tracy E. MIllis and his fellow pilots mainly escorted
bonbers to key targets behind eneny lines; they also provided close air
support during the Battle of the Bulge, and as the assault crossed the
Rhine River into Gernmany; in addition, he participated in many canpai gns
i n Rhineland, the Ardennes and Central Europe; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during Wrld War 11, First
Lieutenant Tracy E. MIlis was awarded the Air Medal with two Gak Leaf
Clusters, the American Canpaign Medal, the Wrld War |1 Victory Meda

and the European M ddl e Eastern Canpai gn Medal ; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service on April 23,

1946, Tracy E. MIlis returned to his honmetown and married his wfe,
El i zabeth, and together, they raised three sons; he worked for the New
York State Departnment of Parks and Recreation as a plunber until he

officially retired on May 1, 1980; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community, Tracy E. MIlis was a vital nenber
of the Saratoga VFW Post 420, the Saratoga Barbershop Chorus, and the



Sar at oga El ks Lodge No. 161, where he was selected twce as Elk of the
Year; and

WHEREAS, Tracy E MIlis died on August 1, 2002, at the age of 58;
and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nmen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Tracy E. MIllis denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Tracy E. MIlis posthunously wupon the occasion of hi s
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Tracy E. MIIlis.



