Senate Resolution No. 1374
BY: Senat or BROOKS

COMVEMORATI NG  Septenmber 20, 2019, as National
POW M A Recognition Day

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to join the
menber s of Vietnam Veterans of Anmerica in comenorating Friday,
Sept enber 20, 2019, as National PONM A Recognition Day; and

WHEREAS, Throughout our Nation's history, the nmen and wonen of
Anerica's Arnmed Forces have preserved our freedom protected our
security and upheld our denocratic val ues; and

VWHEREAS, Fromthe battles of the Anmerican Revolution through the
crucible of two world wars to the war on terrorismtoday, our nen and
wonen in uniformhave stood proudly in defense of the United States and
in the cause of liberty; since our Nation's birth, nore than a mllion
have paid the price of that liberty with their lives; and

VWHEREAS, Joi ning the ranks of these heroes are the thousands who
have been prisoners of war or whose fates have never been resol ved; nmany
have been lost in the chaos of battle, the grief of their |oss nmade nore
acute for their famlies and their fellow Anericans because of the
inability to determne whether they perished or survived; captive
Americans, <cruelly stripped of their freedom treated with contenpt and
brutality, or used as pawns by their captors, have fought 1long, Ilonely
battl es against despair, physical and psychological torture, and the
ultimate fear of being forgotten; and

VWHEREAS, W al so renenber our fellow Anericans who continue to
suffer t he uncertainties of wartinme; the famlies, friends and
supporters of those Mssing in Action (MAs) and Prisoners of War (PON)
who continue to suffer deep angui sh and grave concern for the plight of
their 1loved ones who are nunbered anong the M As and POM who, because
of the wuncertainty surrounding their fates, are not afforded the
recogni ti on which they, indeed, have earned for the sacrifices they have
made and the heroi smthey have displ ayed; and

WHEREAS, At the end of the Vietnam War, there reportedly were 2,583
unaccounted for American prisoners, mssing or killed in action, their
bodi es not recovered; and

WHEREAS, The sacrifices of Anericans still mssing and unaccounted
for and their famlies are deserving of special recognition and support
for continued priority efforts to determne the fate of those m ssing
Anericans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations and
respectful ly commenorate Septenber 20, 2019, as National PONMA
Recognition Day, and to urge all citizens of the State of New York to
display the Nation's flag that week out of respect for the POM and the
M As of this great Enpire State; and be it further



RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
submtted to Vietnam Veterans organi zations throughout the State of New
Yor K.



