Senate Resolution No. 1322
BY: Senat or HOYLMAN

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 3, 2019, as Press FreedomDay in the State of
New York, in conjunction wth the observance of
Wrld Press Freedom Day

VWHEREAS, The First Amendment of our U. S. Constitution enshrines for
journalists and nedia organizations their constitutionally protected
rights to free speech and to a free press; and

WHEREAS, The thenme for Wrld Press Freedom Day, May 3, 2019, is
"Media for Denocracy: Journalism and Denocr acy in Ti mes of
Di si nformation"; and

WHEREAS, Thomas Jefferson, recognizing the inportance of the press
to denocracy, wsely declared "If | had to choose between governnent
w t hout newspapers, and newspapers Wwthout governnent, | wouldn't
hesitate to choose the latter"; and

VWHEREAS, The 2018 Worl d Press Freedom I ndex published by Reporters
Wthout Borders warned that "Hostility towards the nedia, openly
encouraged by political |leaders, and the efforts of authoritarian
regi mes to export their vision of journalism pose a threat to
denocraci es.”; and

VWHEREAS, Freedom House noted in the report Freedomin the Wrld 2019
that the United States does not place anong the top 30 countries ranked
for press freedom and

WHEREAS, The U. S. was anong the top 5 deadliest countries for
journalists in 2018, behind Afghanistan, Syria, Mexico and Yenen, in
whi ch we have faced 35 reported incidents in which a total of 42 nenbers
of the press were physically attacked; and

WHEREAS, In the |l|ast decade and a half, the nunber of reporters,
editors, photographers and other newsroom enployees in the newspaper
i ndustry fell by 45 percent, contributing to nearly 1,500 "ghost papers"
with skeleton staffs offering little to no | ocal news coverage; and

VWHEREAS, During such tine period, nore than 1,400 conmunities across
the country | ost a newspaper; and

WHEREAS, Direct threats to journalists and nenbers of the nedia are
on the rise in the United States, including the shooting in Pennsylvania
at The Capital Gazette, physical attacks against reporters covering
political rallies and various fornms of online harassnent of journalists
(especially people of <color, wonen, and nenbers of t he LAEBTQ+
comunity); and

WHEREAS, Fact-based news reporting elevates the inportance of
freedom of expression in this country and a free press highlights our



humanity through storytelling, creating space for dialogue, thought
exchange, and political engagenent with a nore transparent governnent;
and

WHEREAS, Freedom of the press is a key conmponent of denocratic
governance and activismin civil society, which helps pronote a nore
transparent governnment that citizens and residents nmay engage with; and

VWHEREAS, Journalists and nedia workers in New York State and across
the country play an essenti al rol e in pronoti ng gover nnment
accountability, defending denocratic activity, conbating fraudulent
news, and strengthening civil society, despite threats to their safety;
and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body to conmend
journalists and nedia workers for their efforts to hold the powerful
accountable and to seek truth, pay tribute to journalists who have | ost
their lives carrying out their work, condem actions to suppress freedom
of the press, and el evate the positive inpact that |ocal journalism has
on comunities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMy 3, 2019, as Press
Freedom Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance
of World Press Freedom Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transnmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



