Senate Resolution No. 1296
BY: Senat or BROOKS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 14, 2019, as 10th Mountain D vision and Fort
DrumDay in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, Fort Drumis located in Jefferson County, in Northern New
York, and is the largest mlitary installation in the Northeastern
United States; and

WHEREAS, Fort Drum previously known as Pine Canp, was renaned in
honor of Lieutenant General Hugh Drum a decorated national hero, fornmer
commander of First Army during World War 11, and an early | eader of the
State's own volunteer mlitia, the New York Guard; and

VWHEREAS, For 34 years, Fort Drum has been the honme of the United
States Arny's storied 10th Muntain Division, one of the nost depl oyed
divisions in the United States Arny; and

VWHEREAS, The 10th Muntain Division served our nation wth honor,
distinction and great sacrifice as a part of Operation Enduring Freedom
and other actions central to our nation's response to the terrorist
attacks of Septenber 11, 2001; and

VWHEREAS, El enents of the 10th Muntain D vision, based on Fort Drum
were the first to be deployed in the aftermath of those attacks and the
| ast units to return fromconbat duty; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition to Operation Enduring Freedom 10th Mountain
D vision deploynents have included Hurricane Andrew Relief in Florida,
Qperation Restore Hope in Sonmalia, Operation Uphold Denocracy in Haiti,
Task Force Eagle in Kosovo, Operation Iraqi Freedom Operation Freedom
Sentinel in Afghanistan and advi se and assi st operations throughout the
Wrl d; and

VWHEREAS, Mre than 300 brave nen and wonen of the 10th Mountain
Di vi sion, based on Fort Drum have given their lives to the cause of
defeating global terrorism and

WHEREAS, The distinguished service of units assigned to Fort Drum
has been cel ebrated by Presidents, nenbers of Congress, and nenbers of
the international community; and

WHEREAS, Four heroes serving with the 10th Muntain Division,
Private First Cass John D. Magrath, Sergeant First Cass Jared C
Monti, Captain WIlliam D. Swenson and Staff Sergeant Travis W Atkins
have received our mlitary's highest honor, the Medal of Honor; and

WHEREAS, During the 2018 fiscal year, Fort Drum provided training
and base operations to support nore than 27,000 Reservists and Nati onal
GQuardsnen, as well as personnel from other federal state and | ocal
agenci es; and



VWHEREAS, In August of 2018, the President of the United States
visited Fort Drumto sign the $717 billion Fiscal 2019 National Defense

Aut hori zation Act, which included a 2.6 percent mlitary pay increase;
and

WHEREAS, In addition to its vital role in our nation's defense, Fort
Drum is also the |l argest enployer in Northern New York, and an econom c
engine for the state and region, with a direct inpact of nearly $1.5
billion; and

WHEREAS, The bond between Fort Drum and the local civilian conmunity
is truly wunique, and nore than 33,000 soldiers, officers, retirees and
famly nmenbers of Fort Drumare an integral part of the North Country
who are welconed as neighbors, co-workers, classmates, friends and
fell ow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to salute the
soldiers and officers of the 10th Muntain D vision, to honor their
dedi cation to preserving our freedomand our nation, and to recognize
their individual and collective contributions to our comunities and to
New York State; and

WHEREAS, For the past eight years, 10th Mouuntain Division and Fort
Drum Day has served to educate nenbers of this Legislative Body about
the sacrifices made every day by the brave nen and wonen of our Arned
Forces, as well as the inportance of Fort Drumto our nation's defense
and New York's econony; and

WHEREAS, Fort Drum has and will continue to play a critical role in
ensuring our nation's mlitary readiness to defend our state and nation
agai nst hostility and threats to our safety and national security; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMy 14, 2019, as 10th
Mountain Division and Fort DrumDay in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mjor General Brian J. Mennes, Conmandi ng General, 10th
Mount ai n Di vision and Fort Drum



