Senate Resolution No. 1074
BY: Senat or HELM NG

COVMEMORATI NG t he 70t h Anniversary of Mary Cariola
Children's Center on May 9, 2019

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life in this great Enpire State is greatly enriched by
the faithful and diligent work of those organizations which serve to
neet the special needs of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 70th Anniversary of Mary Cariola Children's Center, to
be celebrated with an event on Thursday, May 9, 2019, at The Strong
Museum of Play in Rochester, New York; and

WHEREAS, For seven decades, Mary Cariola Children's Center has
served peopl e wth conpl ex disabilities t hrough personali zed,
I nterdi sciplinary, evidence-based education and life skill solutions
whi ch inspire and enpower themand their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Born in 1896, My Cariola and her famly noved to an
Italian-Anmerican community in Rochester when she was a child;, as a
teenager, she served as an interpreter and advocate for her inmm grant
nei ghbors who had difficulty conunicating in their new culture; this
was just the beginning of her fight for other people's rights; and

VWHEREAS, Later, Mary Cariola worked as a deputy enploynent
certification officer for the Rochester Board of Education, and then as
a caseworker for the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to children,
where she observed the hardships of discrimnation, poverty and
unaccept abl e treatnent of children; and

WHEREAS, In the 1940s, children with disabilities were often placed
in institutions; Mary Cariola s nephew, Butchie, was born wth severe
devel opmental and physical disabilities, and she could not imagi ne him
being institutionalized; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Cariola took the initiative and joined forces with six
other famlies and business |eaders, to raise the necessary funds, and
founded The Day Care Center for Handicapped Children, designed to
provi de social, recreational and vocational experiences for children not
eligible for public school, within the limts of +their capacity; the
Center opened in 1949 with ei ght students; and

WHEREAS, In 1977, the Center was renaned Mary Cariola Children's
Center, 10 years before her death, to honor her dedication to offering
the highest quality innovative educational prograns and small group
hones for individuals with conplex disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Cariola Children's Center was the first in the nation
to open a group honme for children and youth with significant behavior



managenent needs, and the first to offer a sensory room which uses
special lighting, nmusic, and objects used as a therapy for children with
i mted comunication skills; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Mary Cariola Children's Center serves over 450
i ndividual s in both preschool and school age prograns on tw school
canpuses; students cone from 53 different school districts and 11
counties; and

VWHEREAS, Students and famlies are offered numerous services
i ncluding nursing; OI/PT; behavior, nusic, Snoezelen, vision and speech
t her api es; Tel enedi ci ne; assi stive t echnol ogy, psychol ogi cal ,
psychiatric, neur ol ogy and nutrition consults; adapted physical
education; transition progranms, social work, Dental Desensitization, and
URMC Devel opnent and Behavi oral Pediatrics; and

VWHEREAS, The residential program provides 24-hour care in a famly
setting to small groups of children and youth with nmultiple disabilities
and behavi or nanagenent needs; the program s six residential facilities
| ocat ed t hroughout Monroe County serve 44 residents, with six to nine in
each home; and

WHEREAS, The success of Mary Cariola Children's Center is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its staff, whose involvenent is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridl ed
enthusiasm and an wunconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the institution and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body that those

organi zations which wunselfishly devote their energy, tal ent and
t houghtful care on behalf of inproving the quality and dignity of life
In the conmunity, are worthy and due full praise and recognition for

their noble and dedicated efforts; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 70th Anniversary of the Mary Cariola Children's Center
on May 9, 2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Mary Cariola Children's Center.



