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STATE OF NEW YORK

9706

| N ASSEMBLY

February 6, 2020

Introduced by M of A ARROYO -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the highway law, in relation to authorizing variable
nmessage signs placed within the right of way of highways to display
certain voting rel ated comunicati ons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The highway | aw is anmended by adding a new section 332 to
read as foll ows:

8 332. Variable nessage signs; voting related comunications. (a) The
conm ssioner is authorized to place, cause to be placed, or pernmt to be
pl aced permanent or portable variable nessage signs within the right of
way of any highway over which he or she has jurisdiction, displaying
voting related comunications including without limtation:

(i) notice of the deadline to register to vote beginning the fifth day
prior to the respective deadline for a statewide prinary or genera
election; and

(ii) notice of any statewide general, prinmary, or special election for
any statewide public office, beginning three days prior to and including
el ection day.

(b) Provided that it does not interfere with state or federal |aw or
regulation, any political subdivision of the state having jurisdiction
over any highway is authorized to place, cause to be placed, or permt
to be placed pernanent or portable variable nessage signs displaying
voting related comunications within the right of way of such hi ghway,
including without limtation:

(i) notice of the deadline to register to vote beginning the fifth day
prior to the respective deadline for a statewide prinary or genera
el ection; and

(ii) notice of any statewide general, prinmary, or special election for
any statewide public office, beginning three days prior to and including
el ection day.

(c) The conm ssioner shall consult the state board of elections prior
to displaying voting related comunications to ensure that such communi -
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cations are uniformand accurate. Any political subdivision of the state
having jurisdiction over any highway shall consult the state board of
elections prior to displaying voting related communications to ensure
that such communications are uniform and accurate.

(d) For purposes of this section, the term"variable nessage signs"
shall include changeabl e nessage signs as adopted by the federal highway
safety admnistration's nmanual on wuniform traffic control devices,
dynam ¢ nessage signs devel oped as part of the national transportation
conmuni cation for ITS protocol, and variable nessage signs as defined by
the conm ssioner.

(e) The conmi ssioner nay give priority to other appropriate variable
nessage sign conmmunications, including, but not limted to, the display
of energency alerts, anber alerts, mssing vulnerable adult alerts,
mssing or exploited children alerts and other transportation related
nessages, over the communi cations authorized pursuant to this section.

8§ 2. No information authorized to be displayed on a variable nessage
sign pursuant to section 332 of the highway | aw as added by this act
shal |l be displayed if advised by the United States Departnent of Trans-
portation or any of its agencies that the display of such information
will interfere with federal law or regulation or result in the reduction
of federal aid highway funds.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have beconme a law. The departnment of transportation and state board of
el ections are authorized to pronul gate any rul es and regul ati ons neces-
sary to inmplenent the provisions of this act on its effective date on or
bef ore such date.




