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STATE OF NEW YORK

8959

| N ASSEMBLY

January 6, 2020

Introduced by M of A GICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to eligibility of dones-
tic partners for conpensation fromthe office of victimservices; to
anend a chapter of the Iaws of 2019 anending the executive law relat-
ing tothe eligibility of donestic partners for compensation fromthe
crime victins' board, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4958
and A 2566, in relation to the application of certain provisions
thereof; and to repeal certain provisions of the executive |law rel at-
ing thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1-a of section 624 of the executive |aw, as
added by section 2 of a chapter of the laws of 2019 amendi ng the execu-
tive law relating to the eligibility of donestic partners for conpen-
sation fromthe crinme victins' board, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 4958 and A. 2566, is REPEALED

8§ 2. Section 621 of the executive lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 25 to read as foll ows:

25. "Donestic partner” shall nean a person who, with respect to anoth-
er person:.

(a) is formally a party in a donestic partnership or simlar relation-
ship with the other person, entered into pursuant to the laws of the
United States or of any state, local or foreign jurisdiction, or reqgis-
tered as the donestic partner of the other person wth any registry
nai ntained by the enployer of either party or any state, nunicipality,
or foreign jurisdiction; or

(b) is formally recognized as a beneficiary or covered person under
the other person's enploynent benefits or health insurance; or

(c) is dependent or rmutually interdependent on the other person for
support, as evidenced by the totality of the circunstances indicating a
nutual intent to be a donestic partner including but not limted to:
conmon ownership or joint leasing of real or personal property; commbn
householding, shared incone or shared expenses; children in common;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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signs of intent to marry or becone a donestic partner under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this subdivision; or the length of the personal relation-
ship of the persons.

Each party to a donestic partnership shall be considered to be the
donmestic partner of the other party. "Donestic partner" shall not
include a person who is related to the other person by blood in a manner
that would bar nmarriage to the other person in New York state. "Donestic
partner” also shall not include any person who is |less than ei ghteen
years of age or who is the adopted child of the other person or who is
related by blood in a manner that would bar marriage in New York state
to a person who is the lawful spouse of the other person.

8 3. Subdivision 4 of section 626 of the executive law, as added by
section 3 of a chapter of the laws of 2019 anendi ng the executive |aw
relating to the eligibility of donestic partners for conpensation from
the crime victins' board, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.
4958 and A 2566, is REPEALED.

8§ 4. Subdivision 1 of section 626 of the executive |aw, as anmended by
chapter 104 of the laws of 2015, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. CQut-of-pocket Iloss shall nean wunreinbursed and unreinbursable
expenses or indebtedness reasonably incurred for nmedical care or other
services necessary as a result of the injury upon which such claimis
based, including such expenses incurred as a result of the exacerbation
of a pre-existing disability or condition directly resulting fromthe
crime or causally related to the crine. Such expenses or indebtedness

shall include the cost of counseling for the eligible spouse, donestic
partner, grandparents, parents, stepparents, guar di ans, br ot her s,

sisters, stepbrothers, stepsisters, children, stepchildren or grandchil -
dren of a homicide victim and crime victins who have sustained a
personal physical injury as the direct result of a crinme and the spouse,
children or stepchildren of such physically injured victim For the
purposes of this subdivision, the victimof a sex offense as defined in
article one hundred thirty of the penal lawis presuned to have suffered
physical injury. Such counseling may be provided by local victimservice
prograns, where available. It shall also include the cost of residing at
or utilizing services provided by shelters for battered spouses and
children who are eligible pursuant to subdivision tw of section six
hundred twenty-four of this article, and the cost of reasonable attor-
neys' fees for representation before the office and/ or before the appel -
| ate division upon judicial review not to exceed one thousand doll ars.

§ 5. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 5 of section 631 of the executive
| aw, as anended by section 22 of part Al of chapter 56 of the laws of
2010, is amended to read as foll ows:

(e) Notwi thstanding any inconsistent provision of this article, where
a police officer or firefighter, both paid and volunteer, dies from
injuries received in the line of duty as a direct result of a crine, the
office may, without regard to the financial difficulty of the clainmant,
make an award for the unreinbursed counseling expenses of the eligible
spouse, donestic partner, parents, brothers, sisters or children of such
victim and/or the reasonabl e burial expenses incurred by the claimnt.

8 6. Section 4 of a chapter of the laws of 2019 anending the executive
law relating to the eligibility of domestic partners for conpensation
fromthe crine victins' board, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers
S. 4958 and A. 2566, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a |law and shall apply to clains filed on or after
such date.
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8 7. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the Ilaws of 2019 anendi ng the executive |aw
relating to eligibility of domestic partners for conpensation from the
crime victims' board, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4958
and A. 2566, takes effect.



