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STATE OF NEW YORK

8868

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 18, 2019

Introduced by M of A DeSTEFANO -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to providing women
alternative birth choices to preserve the life of a fetus when el ect-
ing to have an abortion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 2599-bb of the public health | aw
is renunbered subdivision 7 and five new subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6
are added to read as foll ows:

2. For purposes of this section, the following terns have the foll ow
ing definitions:

(a) "Sedated birth" shall nmean a procedure to take place past twenty-
four weeks of pregnancy as an alternative to abortion where a wonan
receives general anesthesia and nedical interventions to induce |abor
and delivery, while nedical interventions are not taken to stop the
heartbeat or otherwise end the |ife of the fetus. The fetus is then born
alive and intact.

(b) "Perinatal hospice" shall nean specialized perinatal care which
can take place at any point during a pregnancy as an alternative to
surgical abortion centered on ensuring a peaceful, nonviolent and
natural end to a baby's life that includes enptional support provided to
the parents, the opportunity for parents to participate in the health-
care decision nmaking process and the opportunity for parents to cele-
brate their baby's life, whether such baby's life lasts for an anount of
tine after birth or ends naturally before birth

3. Wien a health care practitioner is caring for a patient who is
consi dering abortion and such abortion would be perforned nore than
twenty-four weeks from the commencenent of pregnancy because such
abortion is necessary to protect such patient's |life or health, such
health care practitioner shall informsuch patient before any procedure
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is commenced that surgical abortion is not a reversible procedure, and
that such patient shall have the option to choose sedated birth as an
alternative to abortion.

4. Wien a health care practitioner is caring for a patient who is
consi dering abortion, such health care practitioner shall inform such
patient before any procedure is commenced that surgical abortion is not
a reversible procedure, and that such patient shall have the option to
choose perinatal hospice, if applicable, as an alternative to abortion.

5. A health care practitioner shall informpatients considering an
abortion procedure about the alternatives to abortions described in this
section both verbally and in witing. Health care practitioners shal
docunent in a patient's pernmanent nedical record the tine and date that
information pertaining to such alternatives was provided to the patient.

6. (a) If a patient should choose sedated birth as an alternative to
abortion pursuant to subdivision three of this section, the patient
shall have the option once the procedure is conpleted to have the baby
renoved fromher presence with no additional contact post-birth, whereas
constituting an abandonnent of the <child pursuant to section three
hundred seventy-two-g of the social services law, or to have the baby
put up for adoption and the opportunity to work directly with an
adoption agency post-birth.

(b) If a patient should choose to have the baby renoved from her pres-
ence with no contact post-birth, such baby would be placed under the
care of the department of social services pursuant to section three
hundred seventy-two-g of the social services |aw

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




