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STATE OF NEW YORK

8545

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

August 23, 2019

Introduced by M of A LAVINE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring instruction
regardi ng symbol s of hate

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |legislature hereby finds the
recent spike in hate crinmes across our state and nation as a whole to be
hi ghly di sturbing and a societal epidemc in need of renedy. As many of
our youth are not aware of the hateful connotations behind swastikas and
nooses, it is necessary for the legislature to mandate conpul sory educa-
tion in all schools across our great state in regard to the neani ngs of
these two synbols of hate. Requiring students be educated in the signif-
i cance of these displays of bigotry will go a long way toward fostering
a nore inclusive and tol erant society for all

8§ 2. The education lawis amended by adding a new section 801-b to
read as foll ows:

8§ 801-b. Instruction regarding synbols of hate. The regents shal
ensure that the course of instruction for grades six through twelve
includes a conponent on the neaning of the swastika as the enblem of
Nazi Germany, as well as the noose as a synbol of racismand intim
idation. The regents shall deternine how to incorporate such conponents
into existing curricula, and the conmm ssioner shall pronul gate any regu-
lations needed to carry out such determnation of the regents.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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