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STATE OF NEW YORK

8465

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

July 8, 2019

Introduced by M of A ROZIC -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the transportation law, in relation to the devel opnent
of regional safety plans for the use of electric scooters; and to
amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to adding an electric
scooter safety conponent to the pre-licensing driver's education
course and restrictions on the use of electric scooters in certain
muni ci palities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The transportation |aw is anmended by adding a new section
23 to read as foll ows:

8 23. Regional safety plans; electric scooters. 1. The commi ssioner of
transportation, in conjunction with the conm ssioner of notor vehicles
and nuni ci pal governnents, shall fornulate and fromtinme to tine revise
regional safety plans regarding the use of electric scooters. Such
regional safety plans shall include, but are not linted to:

(a) inplenentation of a curfew on the operation of electric scooters;

(b) allowance of a tenporary ban on the operation of electric scooters
in certain circunmstances including, but not limted to, extrene weather
or an event causing significant pedestrian crowding;

(c) establishnent of electric scooter free zones for reasons includ-
ing, but not limted to, pedestrian traffic, unsafe road conditions or
other prohibitive conditions;

(d) a requirenent that electric scooter providers and nmunicipalities
expand electric scooter parking facilities at the cost of such electric
scooter providers;

(e) an age requirenent for the operation of electric scooters; and

(f) a requirenent that an electric scooter operator shall wear protec-
tive headgear neeting standards established by the conm ssioner.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. The conm ssioner of transportation, in conjunction with the comm s-
sioner of notor vehicles, shall subnit one year following the effective
date of this section, and annually thereafter, a report on electric
scooter use and safety to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly and
the tenporary president of the senate. Such report shall include, but is
not limted to:

(a) an analysis of accidents involving electric scooters and notor
vehi cl es, pedestrians and cyclists;

(b) an analysis of how able roadways are to accomopdate the use of
electric scooters:;

(c) the nunber of accidents involving the operation of an electric
scooter that occur and the injuries that have been sustained; and

(d) recommendations for the inprovenent of the regional safety plans
and additional legislative neasures that would i nprove electric scooter
safety.

3. For the purposes of this section the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Electric scooter"” shall include every device weighing less than
one hundred pounds that (i) has handlebars and an electric nmotor, (ii)
is powered by the electric nmotor and/or human power., and (iii) has a
maxi rum_ speed of no nore than twenty nmiles per hour on a paved | evel
surface when powered solely by the electric notor.

(b) "Electric scooter provider" neans a person or entity that offers,
nekes available, or provides an electric scooter in exchange for finan-
cial conpensation or nenbership via a digital application or other elec-
tronic or digital platform

8 2. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) and paragraphs (b) and (d) of
subdi vision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anended
by chapter 355 of the laws of 2017, are anmended and a new paragraph
(c-4) is added to read as foll ows:

(i) Upon submssion of an application for a driver's license, the
applicant shall be required to take and pass a test, or submt evidence
of passage of a test, with respect to the laws relating to traffic, the
laws relating to driving while ability is inpaired and while intoxicat-
ed, under the overpowering influence of "Road Rage", "Wrk Zone Safety"
awar eness and "Mdtorcycl e Safety" awareness as defined by the conms-
sioner, the lawrelating to exercising due care to avoid colliding with
a parked, stopped or standing authorized energency vehicle or hazard
vehi cl e pursuant to section el even hundred forty-four-a of this chapter
the ability to read and conprehend traffic signs and synbols and such
other matters as the conm ssioner may prescribe, and to satisfactorily
conplete a course prescribed by the comi ssioner of not |ess than four
hours and not nore than five hours, <consisting of classroom driver
training and highway safety instruction or the equivalent thereof. Such

tests shall include one or nbre gquestions concerning electric scooter
safety. Such test shall include at |east seven witten questions

concerning the effects of consunption of alcohol or drugs on the ability
of a person to operate a notor vehicle and the legal and financial
consequences resulting fromviolations of section eleven hundred nine-
ty-two of this chapter, prohibiting the operation of a notor vehicle
while wunder the influence of alcohol or drugs. Such test shall include
one or nore witten questions concerning the devastating effects of
"Road Rage" on the ability of a person to operate a notor vehicle and
the | egal and financial consequences resulting fromassaulting, threat-
ening or interfering with the | awful conduct of another person legally
usi ng the roadway. Such test shall include one or nore questions
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concerning the potential dangers to persons and equi pment resulting from
the wunsafe operation of a nmotor vehicle in a work zone. Such test may
i nclude one or nore questions concerning notorcycle safety. Such test
may include one or nore questions concerning the law for exercising due
care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or standing vehicle
pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this chapter. Such
test shall be adm nistered by the comm ssioner. The conm ssioner shal
cause the applicant to take a vision test and a test for col or blind-
ness. Upon passage of the vision test, the application may be accepted
and the application fee shall be payable.

(b) Upon successful conpletion of the requirenents set forth in para-
graph (a) of this subdivision which shall include an alcohol and drug
educati on conponent as described in paragraph (c) of this subdivision, a
"Road Rage" awareness conponent as described in paragraph (c-1) of this
subdivision [ard], a "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness conponent as descri bed
in paragraph (c-2) of this subdivision, [anrd] a "Mdtorcycle Safety"
awar eness conponent as described in paragraph (c-3) of this subdivision
and an "Electric Scooter Safety" awareness conponent as described in
paragraph (c-4) of this subdivision the conmi ssioner shall cause the
applicant to take a road test in a representative vehicle of a type
prescri bed by the conm ssioner which shall be appropriate to the type of
license for which application is made, except that the comm ssioner nay
wai ve the road test requirenents for certain classes of applicants. The
comm ssioner shall have the power to establish a programto allow
persons ot her than enpl oyees of the department to conduct road tests in
representative vehicles when such tests are required for applicants to
obtain a class A, Bor Clicense. If she chooses to do so, she shall set
forth her reasons in witing and conduct a public hearing on the matter.
She shall only establish such a programafter holding the public hear-
i ng.

(c-4) "Electric scooter" conponent. (i) The conm ssioner shall provide
in the pre-licensing course, set forth in paragraph (b) of this subdivi-
sion, a mandatory conponent in "electric scooter safety" education as a
prerequisite for obtaining a license to operate a notor vehicle. The
purpose of the conponent is to educate prospective |licensees on the
potential dangers to electric scooter operators created by notor vehi-
cles.

(ii) The comm ssioner shall establish a curriculumfor the "Electric
Scooter Safety"” awareness conponent which shall include but not be
limted to: safely passing an electric scooter operator on the road,
special considerations while driving in urban areas, bicycle lanes as
defined in section one hundred two-a of this chapter and other roadway
designs enployed in New York state for the safety of electric scooter
operators, howto navigate an intersection with electric scooter opera-
tors, exiting a vehicle without endangering electric scooter operators,
the requirenent that drivers exercise due care to avoid collision with
an electric scooter operator on the road pursuant to section eleven
hundred forty-six of this chapter.

(iii) In developing such curriculum the comnr ssioner shall consult
with the conm ssioner of transportation, the comn ssioner of transporta-
tion of the city of New York and electric scooter advocates.

(d) The conmi ssioner shall make available for distribution upon regis-
tration at each location where the pre-licensing course will be given
instructional handbooks outlining the content of the entire curricul um
of the pre-licensing course including the information required to be
included in the course pursuant to paragraphs (c), (c-1), (c-2) [ard].
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(c-3) and (c-4) of this subdivision. The comn ssioner shall al so provide
for the additional training of the instructors necessary for the conpe-
tent instruction of the al cohol and drug education, "Road Rage" aware-
ness, "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness [ard]. "Mtorcycle Safety" awareness,
and "Electric Scooter Safety" awareness subject matters of the pre-Ili-
censi ng cour se.

8§ 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
1287 to read as foll ows:

§ 1287. Restrictions on the operation of electric scooters in certain
muni cipalities. 1. No person shall operate an electric scooter in a
nuni cipality that has not inplenented a regional safety plan pursuant to
section twenty-three of the transportation |aw.

2. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary no person
shall operate an electric scooter in the borough of WManhattan in the
city of New York

§ 4. This act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the |aws of 2019 anending the vehicle and traffic
law relating to bicycles with electric assist and electric scooters, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 5294 and A 7431, takes effect.
Effective i mmediately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted on or before such
ef fective date.




