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June 13, 2019

Introduced by M of AL NORRIS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Local Governnents

AN ACT to create the "conmission on volunteer fire departnents” to eval -
uate the need for resources for volunteer fire departnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. (a) There is hereby created a comm ssion to be known as the
"comm ssion on volunteer fire departnents”, hereafter referred to as the
"comm ssion", which shall be tasked wth evaluating the need for
resources for volunteer fire departments within the state.

(b) The commission shall consist of eleven nenbers: six nmenbers
appoi nted by the governor, one of which shall include the commi ssioner
of the division of honeland security and energency services who shal
serve as the chairperson, the director of the office of fire prevention
and control, one nenber appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate, one nenber appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one nenber
appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate and one nenber appoi nted
by the minority | eader of the assenbly. All appointnments to the comm s-
sion shall be made within ninety days of the effective date of this act.

(c) The commission shall have the authority to direct the division of
honmel and security and energency services to conduct any study related to
researching or evaluating the status of volunteer fire departnments wth-
in the state.

(d) The conmmi ssion shall consult with, or attenmpt to consult wth,
representatives fromthe follow ng organi zati ons regarding the research
or study of the status of volunteer fire departnments within the state: a
designee fromthe Firenen's Association of the State of New York, a
designee from the New York State Association of Counties, a designee
fromthe New York Comm ssion of Mayors, a designee from the New York
State Association of Fire Chiefs, a designee fromthe Association of
Fire Districts of New York, a designee fromthe Volunteer Fire Police
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Associ ation of the State of New York, the County Fire Coordinators Asso-
ciation of the State of New York and the New York State Fire Marshal and
I nspectors Associ ati on.

(e) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

(f) The conmission shall submit a witten report to the governor
tenporary president of the senate, mnority |eader of the senate, speak-
er of the assenbly and mnority |eader of the assenbly detailing their
findings. This report shall be nmade publicly available on the division
of honel and security and energency services' website within thirty days
of bei ng publi shed.

8§ 2. (a) The study shall evaluate staffing requirenments for all volun-
teer fire departnments and vol unteer energency nedi cal and volunteer fire
police services within the state and subsequently develop a conprehen-
sive recruitment and retention program The commi ssion shall al so deter-
mne, in conjunction wth all volunteer fire departments within the
state, mnimmneeds of fire departnent apparatus, turnout gear, rescue
gear or EMS |ifesaving equipnent and currently used equi prent that does
not neet the nost current safety standards.

(b) The commi ssion shall include in their report an estinmated cost of
replacing or renovating fire departnment apparatus, vehicles, persona
protective equiprment, fire departnent structures, recruitnent and
retention prograns or any other necessary expenses outlined in such
report, and assessed at the county |evel.

(c) The conmi ssion shall hold at |east three public hearings wthin
the state, one in each of the followi ng appellate districts: second
appellate district; third appellate district; and fourth appellate
district.

(d) The conmm ssion shall conduct and conplete the study no later than
the first of Decenber next succeeding the third cal endar year after the
effective date of this act.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.



