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STATE OF NEW YORK

8258

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 11, 2019

Introduced by M of A LUPARDO -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to estab-
lishing the climate and agricul ture working group

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets law is anended by adding a new
section 309-b to read as foll ows:

8 309-b. dimate and agriculture working group. 1. There shall be
established within the departnent the climate and agriculture worKking
group, to advise and nmake reconmmendations to the state agencies and the
legislature on state governnent plans, policies, and prograns relating
to climte and agriculture, as outlined by this section. The depart nent
shall provide necessary secretariat and support services to the working
group.

2. The clinmate and agriculture working group shall consist of twenty-
five menbers, twenty-two to be appointed by the governor, wth the
advice and consent of the senate, selected for their experience and
expertise related to areas of working group responsibility. The working
group shall be conprised of a diverse group of stakeholders as follows:

(a) O the twenty-five nenbers appointed to the working group

(1) one shall be the conmissioner of the departnent of agriculture and
narkets, or his or her designee;

(2) one shall be the commi ssioner of the departnent of environnental
conservation, or his or her desiagnee;

(3) one shall be the president of the New York state energy research
and devel opnent authority, or his or her designee;

(4) one shall be fromthe New York Farm Bureau

(5) one shall be fromthe Anerican Farm and Trust:

(6) one shall be fromthe National Young Farnmers Coalition;

(7) one shall be fromthe Northeast Organic Farning Association;
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(8) one shall be froma regional land trust:;

(9) one shall be from Cornell university:;

(10) two shall be froma soil and water conservation district;

(11) four shall be fromorganizations with diverse expertise rel ated
to the duties and responsibilities of the working group

(12) three shall be farners who are under the age of forty-five vyears
old at the beginning of their term and who derive at least fifty
percent of their personal incone from farmng or agricultural activ-
ities;

(13) five shall be farners who derive at least fifty percent of their
personal inconme fromfarnmng or agricultural activities, and of such
farnmers and to the extent practicable, at |east one shall be a dairy
pr oducer; and

(14) two shall be non-operating | andowners who lease land to a farner.

(b) Each nenber shall be appointed for a termof three years and nay
serve until their successors are chosen; provided, however, that of the
nenbers first appointed, eight shall serve for a termof one year, eight
shall serve for atermof twd years and nine shall serve for a term of
three years.

(c) WMenbers shall serve without salary but shall be entitled to
rei nbursenent of their ordinary and necessary travel expenses.

3. The duties and responsibilities of the <climte and agriculture
wor ki ng group shall include, but not be |limted to:

(a) annually electing fromits nenbers a chairperson, a vice chair-
person, and a secretary of the working group at the group's first neet-
ing of the cal endar year

(b) neeting no less than biannually and allowing for virtual partic-
i pation;

(c) establishing sub-groups as necessary; and

(d) devel opi ng recommendations on policies and prograns on the foll ow
ing five areas:

1) increasing adoption of practices on New York farns that sequester
carbon and ot her greenhouse gases and build soil health;

(2) reducing greenhouse gas em ssions from New York farnms in ways that
pronote and protect farmviability;

(3) increasing renewable energy generation on farnmlands in ways that
pronbte farmviability and protect productive farmland for commercia

agricultural use;
(4) permanently protecting farmands to pronpte smart growth and

reduce transportation em ssions; and

(5) other areas of climate and agriculture policy as recomended by
the working group

4. The working group shall provide an annual report to the governor
the speaker of the assenbly, and the majority leader of the senate on
the policies that the working group recommends be adopted, and prograns
that the working group reconmends be created to support the areas |isted
in paragraph (d) of subdivision three of this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




