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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 3, 2019

Introduced by M of A MAGNARELLI, LUPARDO -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the transportation law, in relation to the interagency
coordinating conmittee on rural public transportation; and to anend
the social services law, in relation to the transportation of eligible
persons residing in a rural area

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 73-d of the transportation |aw, as anended by chap-
ter 562 of the laws of 1987, is anmended to read as follows:

8§ 73-d. Interagency coordinating commttee on rural public transporta-
tion. 1. There is hereby created a comrittee to be known as the "intera-
gency coordinating committee on rural public transportation", to be
conmprised of nineteen nenbers. The conmmi ssioner or his or her designee
shall serve as chairperson. Twelve of such menbers shall be the follow
ing or his or her duly designated representative: the director of the
office for the aging; the conm ssioner of education; the com ssioner of
| abor; the comm ssioner of health; the comm ssioner of the office of
mental health; the conmissioner of the office of alcoholism and
substance abuse services; the conmissioner of the office [ef—wental
FGF&FG&FFOR—&HG] for people with devel opnental disabilities; the conm s-
si oner of [seeial—services—state—advocatefor—thedisabled] the office
for tenporary and disability assistance; the executive director of the
New York state justice center for the protection of people with special
needs; the secretary of state; the commissioner of agriculture and
mar ket s[ —the—director—of—the—-office—-of—+rural—aftfairs] and the [di+resctor
of—the—di~vi-si-on—For—youth] comm ssioner of the office of children and
famly services. Six additional nenbers, [a] five of whom shall be
transportation providers or consunmers representing rural counties and
one shall be a representative of a labor union affiliated with rura
public transportation systens receiving public transportation systens
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operating assistance account funds, shall be appointed to serve a term
of three years as follows: two by the [president—pro-tenpore] tenporary
president of the senate, two by the speaker of the assenbly, one by the
mnority leader of the senate, and one by the mnority |eader of the
assenbly. Efforts shall be nade to provide a broad representation of
consuners and providers of transportation services in rural counties
when maki ng such appoi ntnents. [ Muabers—of—the—cormtiee—shall—receive
po—salary—| The six nmenbers appointed by the legislature, as well as the
commi ssioner or his or her designee, shall be the voting nenbers. The
bal ance of the committee will serve in an advisory or consulting capaci-
ty. The conmittee shall keep a record of its official actions.

The commi ssioner shall cause the department to provide staff assist-
ance necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the conmt-
tee.

2. The committee shall[+], for a twod-year period beginning no later
than one year after the effective date of the chapter of the laws of two
thousand nineteen that anmended this section, neet at |east once every
three nonths and at |east once every four nonths thereafter, and shal
annually report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate
and the speaker of the assenbly. The annual report shall

a. identify existing rural transportation systens and provide data on
ridership, revenue, and financial challenges for each system

b. identify rural populations currently utilizing public transporta-
tion, as well as populations in need of public transportation wthout
access, and discuss reconmendations for maintaining, coordinating and
expandi ng servi ces;

c. include a breakdown by county of cost savings, npdes of transporta-
tion provided to Medicaid patients, and rates of utilization of public
transportation by Medicaid patients;

d. identify prograns and the annual ampunts and sources of funds from
such prograns that are eligible to be used to support a coordinated
public transportation service, and the annual anounts and sources of
such funds that are actually wused for <client transportation or for
transportation of persons in connection with agency-affiliated prograns
or services; such data shall be provided on a county basis;

[b—-] e. identify restrictions on existing prograns that inhibit funds
from such prograns being used to pay for a coordi nated public transpor-
tation service in rural counties;

[e~] f. recomend changes in state or local |laws or regulations that
woul d inprove the coordination of funds, facilities, vehicles or equip-
ment and other resources used for transportation at the |ocal |evel;

[é-] 9. upon request, conpile and forward to the conmi ssioner any data
or other information required by this section.

3. Amjority of the whole nunber of voting nmenbers of the committee
shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of the comrttee's busi-
ness. The committee shall have the power to act by a mmjority vote of
the voting nenbers. Conmittee nenbers shall hold office until their
successors have been appointed and have qualified. The selection of

successors to fill a vacancy shall be made in the same nmanner in which
the retiring commttee nmenbers shall have been sel ect ed. Menbers of the
committee shall receive no salary or other conpensation, but shall be

entitled to their actual and necessary expenses, including traveling
expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties.

§ 2. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 4 of section 365-h of the
social services |law is designated paragraph (a) and a new paragraph (b)
is added to read as follows:
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(b) Where the commi ssioner of health elects to assune such responsi-
bility from a local social services district authorized transportation
for an eligible person. whose originating location exists within a coun-
ty defined as a rural area pursuant to subdivision seven of section four
hundred eighty-one of the executive law, shall be assigned to an exist-
ing public transportation system as defined in subdivision one of
section eighteen-b of the transportation law, if that system provi des an
appropriate, available and | east expensive nbde of transportation.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmedi ately; provided, however, that
section two of this act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it

shall have become a law and that the anendnments to subdivision 4 of
section 365-h of the social services |aw, made by section two of this
act, shall not affect the expiration and repeal of such section, and

shal | expire and be deenmed repeal ed therewith.



