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Introduced by M of A CRESPO -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Econom ¢ Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to fire
suppression systens and |icensing professionals to perform authorized
work on fire suppression systens

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. (a) The legislature hereby finds that:

(1) The manner in which fire suppression or sprinkler systens are
constructed, installed, mintained and inspected have a direct and
substantial inpact on public safety.

(2) Inproper construction, installation, maintenance or inspection of
fire suppression systens by persons | acking adequate education, training
and experience can lead to serious injuries, death and substantial prop-
erty damage

(3) Promulgating a code establishing mnimmqualification standards
for work perfornmed on fire suppressions systens, including criteria for
the education, training, testing and |licensing of persons perforning
such work will pronote public safety.

(b) It is the intent of the legislature and this act:

(1) To ensure that work on fire suppression systens is perforned by
persons who have sufficient education, training and experience in such
wor k.

(2) To ensure that adequate qualification standards are maintained
t hrough adherence of proper education, training, testing and |icensing
requi rements for those engaged in the sprinkler fitting trades.

(3) To establish a state board of exanminers for the sprinkler fitting
industry to ensure proper qualification and exanm nation of persons
perform ng work on fire suppression systens and to ensure proper adher-
ence to and enforcenent of the requirenents of this act and applicable
regul ati ons i ssued pursuant to this act.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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8§ 2. The general business law is anended by adding a new article 40 to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 40
FI RE SUPPRESSI ON SYSTEMS
Section 900. Definitions.
901. Authorized work on fire suppression systens.
902. State board of examners for the sprinkler fitting indus-
try.
903. Powers and duties of the state board of examiners for the
sprinkler fitting industry.
904. Sprinkler fitter |icense.
905. Sprinkler fitter apprentice and hel per pernmts.
906. Fire suppression systeminspector.
907. Reciprocity.
908. Transitional grace period.
909. Reqgistry of sprinkler fitter licenses and pernits.
910. Violations.
911. Penalties.
912. Enforcenent.
913. Severability.

8 900. Definitions. As wused in this article, unless the context
requires otherw se

(a) "Fire suppression system neans an automatic or manual system
designed to protect occupants and/or buildings or structures fromfire.
Such systens include, but are not limted to, water sprinkler, water
spray, foamwater, foamwater spray, carbon dioxide, foam extinguishing
dry chenical, wet chenical, hal ogenated and other chem cal systens used
for fire protection. Such systens also include the supply nmins, vard
hydrants, standpipes. tank heaters. hose connections to sprinkler
systens, air lines and thermal systens used in connection wth sprin-
klers and punps dedicated for fire suppression.

b "Fire suppression systeminspector” neans a person |licensed under
this article to performinspections on fire suppression systens.

(c) "Fire suppression systeminspector license" neans a license issued
to a fire suppression systeminspector pursuant to this article author-
izing the person to performinspections on fire suppression systens.

(d) "Sprinkler fitter" neans a person, other than an apprentice or
hel per requlated under this article, who perforne wrk on a fire
suppression system as defined by this section.

(e) "Sprinkler fitter apprentice" neans a person who is enrolled in a
sprinkler fitter apprenticeship programand is learning and working on
fire suppression systens under the supervision of another person certi-
fied in accordance with the provisions of this article.

(f) "Sprinkler fitter apprentice permt" neans a permt issued to an
apprentice sprinkler fitter pursuant to this article authorizing the
person to performwork on fire suppression systens.

"Sprinkler fitter apprenticeshi rograml’ neans an apprenticeshi
training program that is approved by the U S departnment of [abor,
bureau of apprenticeship and training or a state apprenticeship agency
and consists of a mninumof ten thousand hours of docunented practica
experience in wrk on fire suppression systens, conbined with a nininum
of seven hundred twenty hours of related instruction, including class-
roomor shop instruction, in the sprinkler fitter trade.

(h) "Sprinkler fitter helper" neans a person who works on fire

suppression systens under the direct supervision of a licensed sprinkler
fitter.
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(i) "Sprinkler fitter helper permt" nmeans a pernit issued to a sprin-
kler fitter helper pursuant to this article authorizing the person to
performwork on fire suppression systens under the direct supervision of
a licensed sprinkler fitter.

(j) "Sprinkler fitter license" neans a license issued to a sprinkler
fitter pursuant to this article authorizing the person to perform work
on fire suppression systens.

(k) "State board of examiners for the sprinkler fitting industry" or
"board" neans the board of examiners created pursuant to this article.

(1) "Wrk on a fire suppression systenf neans the construction
installation, alteration, renovation, renpval, repair, servicing., min-
tenance or testing of fire suppression systens., unless specifically
excluded by the provisions of this article.

8 901. Authorized work on fire suppression systens. (a) No person
within the jurisdiction of this state nmay perform work on a fire
suppressi on system unl ess he or she:

(1) Possesses a sprinkler fitter license, sprinkler fitter apprentice
or helper permt or fire suppression system inspector license issued
pursuant to this article;

(2) Perforns work on portable fire extinguishers or work on dry stand-
pi pes that are not connected to a fire suppression system or

(3) Is enployed as a state or local fire official

(b) No person nmay enploy a person or cause or direct a person to
performwirk on a fire suppression systemunless the person performng
such work possesses a sprinkler fitter |license, sprinkler fitter appren-
tice or helper permt or fire suppression systeminspector license
i ssued pursuant to this article.

(c) No person, corporation, partnership or other business entity may
perform or contract to performwork on fire suppression systens except
through persons who possess a sprinkler fitter |license, sprinkler fitter

apprentice or helper permt or fire suppression system.inspector license

issued pursuant to this article.
(d) The requirenents of this article do not apply to work on fire

suppression systens in New York city, Nassau county or Suffolk county.

(e) Nothing in this article shall prevent any political subdivision of
the state fromenacting local legislation that establishes qualification
standards for the sprinkler fitter trade that exceed the requirenents of
this article.

8 902. State board of examiners for the sprinkler fitting industry.
(a) There is hereby established in the safety and health license and
certification unit of the departnent of |abor a state board of exaniners
for the sprinkler fitting industry.

(b) Conposition. The board shall consist of seven nenbers appointed by
the governor., with advice and consent of the senate, as foll ows:

(1) one representative from the division of honeland security and
energency services, office of fire prevention and control;

(2) one representative from the departnment of state, division of
bui | di ng standards and codes;

(3) one fire suppression contractor

(4) one licensed fire protection engineer;

(5) one sprinkler fitter licensed in accordance with this article;

(6) one representative from the New York state pipe trades associ-
ation; and

(7) one representative fromthe New York state apprenticeship and
training council
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8 903. Powers and duties of the state board of exami ners for the
sprinkler fitting industry. In addition to all other powers and duties
conferred or inposed upon the board, the board is authorized and
enpowered to:

(a) elect its own officers and prescribe their duties;

(b) grant sprinkler fitter licenses and permits to duly gqualified
applicants as provided in this article;

c) establish fees that are reasonable and necessar to defra t he
cost of administering this article;

(d) pronulgate, adopt., anmend. and repeal such rules and regul ations,
not inconsistent with the laws of this state, as may be necessary for
the orderly conduct of its affairs and the adnministration of this arti-
cle;

(e) enforce the provisions of this article and any codes, rules or
regulations hereunder through inspections, audits, citations, civil
penalties, and any other appropriate neans;

(f) subpoena records and docunents, conduct hearings and conpel the
att endance of witnesses pursuant to an investigation or a hearing of the
board;

(g) bring a suit, in any court of conpetent jurisdiction, to cause the
enjoinder of all persons violating this article. Wien seeking an injunc-
tion, the board shall not be required to prove that an adequate renedy
at | aw does not exist or that substantial or irreparable danmages would
result if an injunction is not granted;

(h) establish and administer or contract out to a recognized third-
party certifier for exam nations as required for licenses wunder this
article and determ ne satisfactory performance for these exani nations;

(i) revoke or suspend a license or permt issued under this article,
or reprinmand persons for inconpetence or any violations of this article
or rules or requlations of the board; and

(j) establish a procedure for reinstating licenses or permits that
have been revoked or suspended, including the use of retesting proce-
dures.

8 904. Sprinkler fitter license. (a) To obtain a sprinkler fitter
license under this article, an applicant nust:

(1) pay an application fee established by the board; and

(2) provide evidence denpnstrating that he or she has successfully
conpleted a sprinkler fitter apprenticeship programand has passed a
sprinkler fitter license exam nation established by the board; or

(3) neet the requirenents of section nine hundred seven or nine
hundred eight of this article.

(b) Al persons holding a sprinkler fitter license under this article
shall conplete a mninmumof eight hours annually of education and skil
training on fire suppression systens, provided:

(1) courses for such training shall be pre-approved by the board and
evidence of conpletion of continuing education requirenents shall be
submtted to the board with the application for license renewal; and

(2) the continuing education requirenent does not apply until the
conclusion of the first full year after initial issuance of a person's
sprinkler fitter license.

(c) A sprinkler fitter license under this article shall be valid for a
period of three years fromdate of issue.

(d) The board shall renew for a period of three years |licenses or
permts as provided by this article upon receiving a conpleted renewal

application and required fee as determ ned by the board.
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(e) Any person who is issued a sprinkler fitter license shall be
issued a photo identification card and shall nmaintain such card in his
or __her possession at all tinmes when perform ng work on fire suppression
syst ens.

8 905. Sprinkler fitter apprentice and hel per permts. (a) To obtain a
sprinkler fitter apprentice permt, an applicant nust:

1 ay an application fee established by the board;

2 conplete an application for an apprentice permt established b
the board; and

(3) present evidence in a formacceptable to the board, denonstrating
that the applicant is enrolled in a sprinkler fitter apprenticeship
progr am

(b) The sprinkler fitter apprentice permt shall state that it is
valid only if the person to whomit is issued remains enrolled in a
sprinkler fitter apprenticeship program This permt shall be valid for
a period of three yvears fromthe date of issuance and nmay be renewed
once upon subnission of a renewal application and a renewal fee deter-
m ned by the board.

(c) To obtain a sprinkler fitter helper permt, an applicant nust:

(1) pay an application fee established by the board;

(2) conplete an application for a helper pernit by the board; and

(3) present evidence in a formacceptable to the board denpnstrating
that the applicant is enployed as a sprinkler fitter hel per that shal
include specific acknow edgenent from the applicant and his or her
enpl oyer that the applicant is only authorized to work under the direct
supervision of a licensed sprinkler fitter.

(d) A sprinkler fitter helper pernmt shall state that the person
possessing it my only performwork on fire suppression systens under
the direct supervision of a licensed sprinkler fitter on a one-on-one
basis. This permt shall be valid for a period of eighteen nonths from
the date of issuance and shall not be eligible for renewal.

(e) Any person who is issued a sprinkler fitter apprentice or hel per
permt shall be issued a photo identification card and shall nmaintain
such card in his or her possession at all tinmes when perfornmng work on
fire suppression systens.

8 906. Fire suppression system inspector. (a) To obtain a fire
suppression systeminspector license, an applicant nust:

(1) pay an application fee established by the board;

2) conplete an application for a fire suppression system inspector
license established by the board that provides evidence in a form
acceptable to the board of one of the follow ng:

(A) at least two thousand hours of experience in the inspection of
fire suppression systens;

(B) conpletion of a sprinkler fitter apprenticeship program or

(C) possession of a level one certificate fromthe national institute
for certification for engineering technol ogies for inspection and test-
ing for water based fire protection systens; and

(3) conplete an examination established by the board for a fire
suppressi on system i nspector.

(b) The board shall renew for a period of three years a fire
suppression systeminspector license upon receiving a conpleted renewal
application and required fee as determ ned by the board.

(c) Any person who is issued a fire suppression system inspector
license shall be issued a photo identification card and shall nmmintain
such card in his or her possession at all tines when performng

inspections on fire suppression systens.
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8 907. Reciprocity. (a) The board may issue a reciprocity sprinkler
fitter license or fire suppression system inspector license, wthout
examnation to any currently practicing., conpetent sprinkler fitter or
fire suppression systeminspector who holds a similar authorization
granted by any other state according to the |aws of such state which has
qualification requirenents substantially sinmlar to, or greater than
those established under this article; provided that the other state
grants authorization to any conpetent person holding a license under
this article.

(b) The board nmay issue a sprinkler fitter license or fire suppression
system inspector license pursuant to this section to any person who:

(1) Conpletes an application for sprinkler fitter license or fire
suppression system inspector license by reciprocity established by the
boar d;

(2) Presents conpetent evidence in a form acceptable to the board
denonstrating that the applicant is a currently practicing, conpetent
person who holds a sinmlar authorization granted by any other state
according to the laws of such state which has qualification requirenents
substantially simlar to, or greater than., those established under this
article; and

(3) Pays the appropriate fees established by the board.

8§ 908. Transitional grace period. (a) There shall be a one-year peri-
od fromthe effective date of this article that shall serve as a grace
period for all persons applying for sprinkler fitter licenses and fire
suppression i nspector |icenses.

(b) During the one-year grace period no person shall be required to
possess a sprinkler fitter license, apprentice or helper permt or fire
suppression systeminspector license, provided he or she has subnitted
the necessary application for such credentials within one hundred eighty
days fromthe effective date of this article.

(c) The board shall issue a sprinkler fitter license w thout exani na-
tion to any person who subnits an application for a sprinkler fitter
license during the one hundred eighty day period after the effective
date of this article, provided the applicant pays the required applica-
tion fee and subnits evidence denpnstrating he or she has:

(1) conpleted a sprinkler fitter apprenticeship program or

(2) perforned at least ten thousand hours of docunented practical
experience of work on fire suppression systens wthin the past eight
years.

d) The board shall issue a fire suppression inspector license wthout
examnation to any person who subnmits an application for a fire
suppression inspector license during the one hundred eighty day period
after the effective date of this article, provided the applicant pays
the required application fee and subnits evidence denpnstrating he or
she has:

(1) At least two thousand hours of experience in the inspection of
fire suppression systens;

2) Conpletion of a sprinkler fitter apprenticeshi rogra or

(3) Possession of a level one certificate fromthe national institute
for certification for engineering technologies for inspection and test-
ing for water based fire protection systens.

(e) Initial applications for sprinkler fitter apprentice or helper
permts shall be subnmtted by applicants within one hundred ei ghty days
fromthe effective date of this article in accordance with the require-
nents of section nine hundred five of this article.
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8 909. Reqgistry of sprinkler fitter licenses and permts. (a) The
board shall establish a fire suppression systemtechnician reqgistry to
naintain a central registry of the nanes of all persons to whomit has
issued fire suppression system inspector licenses, sprinkler fitter
licenses and sprinkler fitter permts.

(b) The fire suppression systemtechnician registry shall be main-
tained on a publicly accessible website and shall be updated on a nonth-

|y basis.
8 910. Violations. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this arti-

cle for any person to:

(a) perform work on a fire suppression system w thout possessing an
applicable license or pernit as required by this article;

(b) enploy a person or cause or direct a person to performwirk on a
fire suppression systemunless the person perform ng such work holds an
applicable license or pernmt as required by this article;

(c) engage in other conduct prohibited by section nine hundred three
of this article;

(d) obtain a license or pernit required by this article through error
fraud or intentional or reckless nisrepresentation;

(e) inpersonate another person, use an expired or revoked license or
permt issued pursuant to this article or allow another person to use a
license or permt not issued to such person;

(f) give false or forged evidence of any kind to the board or any
nmenber thereof in an application for the issuance or renewal of a
license or pernit under this article; or

(g) knowingly or recklessly make a material false statenent regarding
a person's license, or permt or status with intent to influence,
persuade, or induce an individual to contract for services requlated
under this article.

8§ 911. Penalties. (a) The board shall revoke or suspend a license or
permt issued under this article, or reprinmand a |license or permt hold-
er for inconpetence or any violation of this article or rules or regu-
lations of the board issued pursuant to this article.

(b) Any person who violates any provision of this article or any
applicable rule, regulation, pernit or other order of the board shall be
subject to a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars and not
nore than one thousand dollars for each act or violation. Each day a
person performs work on a fire suppression system wthout a required
license or permt as required by this article shall constitute a sepa-
rate violation.

(c) A person who willfully violates this article or any applicable
rule or requlation adopted pursuant to this article shall be guilty of a
nm sdeneanor.

(d) In addition to any other penalties provided in this section. a
person, corporation or other business entity that knowingly enploys or
directs a person to perform work on a fire suppression systemin
violation of this article shall forfeit any business or contractor
license, registration or certificate issued by the state for a period of
not less than one year and not nore than three years, as deternined by
the state attorney general. For purposes of this section, the term
"knowi ngly" shall nean actions that are willful or taken with deliberate
ignorance or reckless disregard of the requirenents of this article.

8 912. Enforcenent. (a) The requirenents of this article will be
enforced by the board in conjunction wth the licensure and certif-
ication unit within the departnent of | abor.
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(b) The licensure and certification wunit within the departnent of
| abor shall inspect project work sites where work on fire suppression
systens is being perforned to ensure that persons perforning such work
possess applicable licenses and permts required by this article.

(c) In any circunstances where the |licensure and certification unit
within the departnment of |abor deternines that work on fire suppression
systens is being perforned in violation of this article, it shall issue
or cause to be issued a stop work order requiring that all such work
cease and require that such work shall not be resuned until a ful
investigation has been undertaken and verification has been nade that
all  work on the fire suppression systemin question has been perforned
by duly authorized persons.

8 913. Severability. To the extent that any section or portion of this
article is deened invalid by a reviewing court, the remainder of this
article shall be unaffected by such ruling.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




