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STATE OF NEW YORK

7063

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 4, 2019

Introduced by M of A ZEBROABKI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the donestic relations law, in relation to records of
adopt ed natural siblings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The donestic relations law is amended by adding a new
section 114-a to read as foll ows:

8 1l14-a. Records of adopted natural siblings. 1. The term"eliqgible
person" shall nean a person who is (a) legally adopted and is at |east
eighteen years old; or (b) the non-adopted natural sibling or half-si-
bling of a person who was legally adopted who is at | east eighteen years
ol d.

2. Notwi thstanding the foregoing any other inconsistent provisions of
law, a justice, surrogate or judge of the court in which the order of
adoption was made shall, upon witten ex parte application by an eligi-
ble person. grant an order directing the clerk of the court who is
custodian of the papers, records or files pertaining to such adoption to
submt themto the court for physical unsealing to permt in canera
review, by the court, of the information contained therein on the iden-
tification of the applicant's adopted or natural sibling or half-sibling
or siblings. If the court finds no records related to the request in the
application, the court shall informthe eligible person that no records
pertaining to the request could be found.

3. If the court finds records related to the application, prior to the
rel ease of such records, the court shall send a letter to the |ast known
addresses of the person or persons whomthe application is requesting
records of, stating that an eligible person has requested records
related to the identity of any sibling or siblings. The letter shal
contain a nmethod for the contacted party to consent or reject such
release of records. The contacted party shall be provided one hundred
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twenty days to respond to the court's letter either consenting to or
denying the release of such records.

4. Upon receiving consent fromthe contacted party, the court shal
rel ease the records to the applicant, provided that the disclosure of
such records would not in any way reveal the nane or nanmes of the
natural parent or parents. Followng the release of the records, the
clerk of the court shall reseal and return the papers, records or files
to the clerk of the court re-filing thereof.

5. If the release of records has been denied, the court shall inform
the applicant that the contacted party requested that the records not be
rel eased.

6. |If the contacted party fails to respond to the court's letter with-
in one hundred twenty days, the court nmay rel ease such records to the
applicant. A court shall deny the application if they find that the
release of such records wthout explicit consent fromthe contacted
party would (a) contain the identity of a person under eighteen years
old, or (b) wuld endanger the contacted party's life or cause harmto
anot her person.

7. Nothing in this section shall be construed to linit access to
records that are otherwi se available under |aw

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




