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Introduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, LAVINE, BARNVELL, D URSO, RAMOS
RAYNOR, JEAN-PIERRE, G.ICK, TH ELE, GRIFFIN, SOLAGES, STERN -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the marine manmal and sea turtle protection area; and
providing for the repeal of certain provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 11 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended
by adding a newtitle 20-A to read as foll ows:
TITLE 20-A
MARI NE MAMMVAL AND SEA TURTLE PROTECTI ON AREA
Section 11-2050. Establishnment of the marine namml and sea turtle
protection area.
11-2052. The nmarine manmmal and sea turtle protection area advi -
sory commttee.
8 11-2050. Establishnent of the marine manmal and sea turtle protection
ar ea.

1. There shall be created the marine manmal and sea turtle protection
area consisting of the waters in the area fromnean high water seaward
fifteen hundred feet, except further seaward in shallow areas to the
outernpst linmt of waters fifteen feet in depth, around Plum |[sland,
Geat @ll Island and Llittle Gull | sl and. Such boundaries shall be
described and depicted upon a map and a copy of any and all such docu-
nents shall be forwarded to the conmmi ssioner for inventory, research and
ref erence purposes for the general public. Such protection area nmay al so
be designated as a New York state bird conservation area pursuant to
section 11-2001 of this article.

2. For purposes of this title the mnmarine manmmal and sea turtle
protection area shall nean:

(a) a site providing habitat to species including:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(i) harbor seals (Phoca vitulina);

(ii) harbor porpoises (Phocoena phocoena):

(iii) gray seals (Halichoerus grypus); and

(iv) sea turtle species including kenp's ridley (Lepidochelys kenpii).
green turtles (Chelonia nydas) and | eat herback (Dernochelys coreacia);

(b) presence of a state-designated natural protective feature; and

(c) location wthin the boundaries of tw estuaries of nationa
significance.

3. The departnent is authorized to pronulgate regulations to prevent
the harassnent and for the protection of marine mammals and sea turtles
within the marine manmal and sea turtle protection area
8 11-2052. The marine manmal and sea turtle protection area advisory

commi ttee

There shall be created within the departnent the nmarine manmal and sea
turtle protection area advisory commttee whose non-governnental nenbers
shall serve without pay, neet not |less than twi ce each year, and whose
sol e purpose shall be to advise as to the managenent, educational
research and utilization of the marine nmanmmal and sea turtle protection
area. Provided, however, the utilization of such area shall be consist-
ent with the mnmission of the departnent pursuant to section 11-2050 of
this title. In addition to representatives of the departnent., the advi-
sory committee shall consist of, but not be limted to one represen-
tative each fromthe departnent of state, the marine resources advisory
board, the office of parks, recreation and historic preservation, the
state nuseum Anerican nuseum of natural history, Cornell |aboratory of
ornithology. environnental groups, narine education and research groups,
the dean of the nmarine sciences research center at Stony Brook, the
Suffolk county executive, and the town supervisors of Southold and
Br ookhaven. The conm ssioner nmy appoint additional nenbers as appropri-
ate, who shall serve at his or her pleasure.

8§ 2. Nothing in this act shall be deened to inpose new fishing
restrictions.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
section 11-2052 of the environnental conservation |aw, as added by
section one of this act, shall expire and be deened repealed April 1,
2030.




