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5984

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 26, 2019

Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the licensing and
regul ati on of the profession of reflexol ogy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 155-A
to read as follows:
ARTICLE 155-A

REFLEXO OGY
Section 7850. Introduction.
7851. Definitions.
7852. Practice of reflexology and use of title "licensed reflex-
ologist”.
7853. Refl exology seat on the state board for massage therapy.
7854. Requirenents for a professional |icense.

7855. Exenpt persons.
7856. Linmted permts.
7857. Special provisions.

8 7850. Introduction. This article applies to the profession of
refl exology. The effectiveness of reflexology is recognized by various
national health institutions and the public at large as a distinct
conplenentary practice within the holistic health field. The genera
provisions for all professions contained in article one hundred thirty
of this title apply to this article.

8 7851. Definitions. As used in this article the follow ng terns shal
have the foll owi nhg neani ngs:

1. "Licensed reflexologist" neans a person who practices reflexology
and who is licensed by the departnment or froman entity approved by the
conm Sssi oner.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. "Reflexology" neans a protocol of manual techniques, such as thunb
and finger-wal king, hook and backup and rotating-on-a-point, applied to
specific reflex areas predomnantly on the feet and hands to stinulate
the conplex neural pathways |inking body systens and support the body's
efforts to function optimally.

3. "Departnent” neans the departnent of education.

8§ 7852. Practice of reflexology and use of title "licensed reflexol o-
gist". Only a person licensed or authorized pursuant to this article
shall practice reflexology and only a person so licensed shall use the
title "licensed reflexologist”. No person, firm partnership, limted
liability conpany or corporation shall describe its services in any

manner under the title "refl exol ogy" unless such services are perforned
by a person licensed or authorized pursuant to this article.
8§ 7853. Reflexology seat on the state board for nmssage therapy. 1.

The state board for nmssage therapy shall establish a seat on such board

for reflexology and a nenber shall be appointed by the board of regents
on the recomendation of the comm ssioner for the purpose of assisting

the board of regents and the departnent on natters of professiona
licensing and professional conduct in accordance with section sixty-five
hundred eight of this title. The board nenber shall have practiced
reflexology for at |east three years.

2. The nmmssage therapy board, in consultation with an advisory conmt-
tee of five reflexologists currently engaged in the practice of reflex-
ology appointed by the board of regents, shall advise, assist and nake
recommendations regarding the pronul gation of such rules and regul ations
as deened necessary and appropriate to effectuate the provisions of this
article; provided., however, that the advisory comrittee shall be
dissolved one hundred eighty days after the effective date of this
section.

8§ 7854. Requirenents for a professional license. 1. To qualify for a
license as a reflexologist, an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng
requirenents:

(a) Application: file an application with the departnent;

(b) Education: have received an education, including high school grad-
uation or its equivalent and graduation froma school or institute of
reflexology with a programregi stered by the departnent, or its substan-
tial equivalent in both subject matter and extent of training. by actua
class attendance provided that the programin such a school or institute
shall consist of a training program acceptable to the departnent;

c Exani nation: pass an exanination satisfactory to the board and in
accordance with the conm ssioner's requl ations;

(d) Age: be at least eighteen years of age;

(e) Character: be of good noral character as deternined by the depart-
nent ; and

(f) Fees: pay fees required in rules adopted by the departnent and the
board of regents.

2. Licenses shall be valid for three years. The practitioner nust
re-register with the departnent every three years thereafter to maintain
active licensing status.

8§ 7855. Exenpt persons. Nothing contained in this article shall be
construed to prohibit:

1. The practice of reflexology by any person who is authorized to
practice nedicine, nursing. chiropractic, physical therapy, podiatry or
nassage therapy in accordance with the provisions of this title.
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2. The practice of nmassage which is custonmarily given in barber shops
or beauty parlors for the purpose of beautification by any licensed
barber or cosnetol ogi st.

3. The practice of reflexology by any person enrolled in the program
of a school or institute of reflexology registered by the departnment or
enrolled in a programwhich satisfies the requirenents of section seven-
ty-eight hundred fifty-four of this article, provided that such person
is under the on-site supervision of a person licensed to practice
reflexology or authorized to practice reflexology pursuant to subdivi -
sion one of this section.

§ 7856. Limted pernmits. 1. The departnment nmay issue a limted permnit
to practice reflexology as a licensed reflexologist to a person who has
not previously held such a permt and who fulfills all requirenents
except the examnation for a license, provided however that a permt
shall not be issued to a person who has failed the state |licensing exam
ination.

2. The departnment shall limt the nunber of tines a person nmy take
the exanination in a given year.
3. The limted permt shall be valid for a period of not nore than

twel ve nonths or renewed once for one vear at the discretion of the
board wuntil the results of the next licensing exam nation for which the
person is eligible are officially avail able, whichever conmes first.

4. Alimted permit shall entitle the holder to practice reflexology
only under the personal supervision of a person currently licensed to
practice reflexology in this state.

5. The fee for alinmted pernit shall be required and shall be as
adopted in the rules of the departnment and the board of regents.

8 7857. Special provisions. 1. Notwithstanding the requirenents of
sections seventy-eight hundred fifty-four and seventy-eight hundred
fifty-six of this article, an individual currently engaging in the prac-
tice of reflexology nmay continue to practice after the effective date of
this article, when an individual fulfills all except the certification
and application requirenents of section seventy-eight hundred fifty-four
of this article. Such individual shall have eighteen nonths from the
effective date of this section to apply to the departnent for exani na-
tion and/or a license to practice reflexology and nay practice in the
interim

2. For alimted tine period of three years fromthe effective date of
this section the departnent nmay certify an applicant as a refl exol ogi st
wi thout examnation if the applicant:

(a) files an application with the departnent; and

(b) is at least eighteen years of age; and

(c) has conpleted a reflexology programw th a m ninumof two hundred
hours of in-class training; and

(d) provides docunentation denpnstrating that the applicant has prac-
ticed reflexology for at least fifteen hours per week for at |east three
years prior to the application; or

(e) is certified by a national certifying board with a psychonetrical -
ly valid exam for refl exol ogy approved by the departnment; or

(f) applies for certification within eighteen nonths from the effec-
tive date of this section.

3. For the purposes of subdivision one of this section, it shall be
determined that the filing of an application with the departnent on or
before the expiration of the eighteen nonth period shall qualify for
pur poses of such subdivision, regardless of the tinme period required for
review ng and processing such application.
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8§ 2. This act shall take effect two years after it shall have becone a
|l aw. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplementation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such

ef fecti ve date.



