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STATE OF NEW YORK

5905

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 20, 2019

Introduced by M of A BARCLAY, MANKTELOW MORINELLO, SALKA -- read once
and referred to the Committee on Environmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the state finance | aw and the environnmental conservation
law, in relation to establishing the nunicipal asbestos abatenent
grant program and naking an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Many of our local comunities have
bui l dings that are vacant and | eft abandoned by their original owners.
Those buil di ngs containing asbestos are especially difficult and costly
to clean up. For decades asbestos was comonly wused in building
construction as a fire proofing material, as well as an additive to
concrete, asphalt, pipes, siding and floor tiles. Asbestos becones
hazardous when damaged and its fibers are known to cause certain types
of cancer. These asbestos filled buildings pose significant financial
chall enges to our local governnments that cannot afford to renovate and
reuse them

The Legi sl ature seeks to support |ocal governnent efforts to revital-
i ze econonies by helping return these abandoned and vacant buildings to
productive use. Therefore, the Legislature hereby creates The Minici pa
Asbest os Abatenent Grant Programw th the intention of providing finan-
cial assistance to nunicipalities for the denolition, renovation or
restoration of abandoned or vacant asbestos |aden buildings for the
pur pose of returning themto productive use.

8§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 6 of section 92-s of the state
finance | aw, as anended by section 3 of part U of chapter 58 of the | aws
of 2016, is amended to read as follows:

(b) Moneys fromthe solid waste account shall be available, pursuant
to appropriation and upon certificate of approval of availability by the
director of the budget, for any non-hazardous municipal landfill closure
project; rmunicipal waste reduction or recycling project, as defined in

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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article fifty-four of the environnental conservation law, for the
purposes of section two hundred sixty-one and section two hundred
sixty-four of the econom c devel opnent |aw, any project for the devel op-
ment, updating or revision of local solid waste managenent plans pursu-
ant to sections 27-0107 and 27-0109 of the environnental conservation
law; environnental justice projects and grants [ard], for the devel op-
ment of the pesticide sales and use data base pursuant to title twelve
of article thirty-three of the environnental conservation law,_and to
establish the nmunicipal asbestos abatenment grant program

8 3. Article 54 of the environnental conservation law is anended by
adding a newtitle 17 to read as foll ows:

TITLE 17
MUNI Cl PAL ASBESTOS ABATENMENT GRANT PROGRAM
Section 54-1701. Municipal asbestos abatenent grant program
54-1703. Munici pal asbestos abatenment grant program dat abase.

8 54-1701. Municipal asbestos abatenent grant program

The departnment, in conjunction with the departnment of health and the
departnent of labor, shall establish the nunicipal asbestos abatenent
grant programto provide financial assistance to municipalities for the
abat enent of asbestos in vacant and/or abandoned commercial properties.
Such program shall include, but not be |limted to: definitions of eliqi-
ble projects; matching grants for approved asbestos abatenent projects;
eligible nmunicipalities; the percentage that will be the state's share
as well as the nunicipality's share; nmaxi num per-building awards; maxi -
numtotal project awards; as well as any other standards, guidelines or
rules as may be necessary.
8 54-1703. Municipal asbestos abatenent grant program dat abase.

The departnent in coordination with relevant state agencies, nunici-

palities and the federal governnent, shall establish a database listing
every abandoned commercial building in need of asbestos abatenent within
the state, including, but not limted to, the address., square footage

and approxinmate age. The initial database list is to be sent to the
governor, tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assem
bly, the minority |eader of the senate and the minority leader of the
assenbly by Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-two, and shall be
updat ed annual | y.

8§ 4. The sum of fifteen mllion dollars ($15, 000,000), or so much
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnment of
envi ronnmental conservation out of any noneys in the state treasury in
the general fund to the credit of the solid waste account, not otherw se
appropriated, and rmade inmedi ately available, for the purpose of carry-
ing out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be payable on the
audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved
by the conmissioner of environnental conservation in the manner
prescribed by | aw

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |aw. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




