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Introduced by M of A LI FTON, JAFFEE, O DONNELL, PEOPLES- STOKES,
L. ROSENTHAL -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTON, GALEF, GUNTHER
-- read once and referred to the Conmmittee on |nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to providing coverage for
famly menbers of children who require psychiatric or psychol ogi cal
services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance lawis
anended by adding a new paragraph 35 to read as foll ows:

(35) (A) Every insurer issuing a policy of accident and health insur-
ance for delivery in this state which provides coverage for psychiatric
or psychol ogical services or diagnosis or treatnment of nental. nervous
or enptional disorders or ailnments shall nake available and provide
coverage for fanmly sessions when the insured is under eighteen years of
age. In this paragraph., "famly sessions" neans therapy sessions deter-
m ned as necessary by a licensed psychological professional in the state
involving any famly nenber of an insured.

(B) The coverage required by this paragraph shall include treatnment as
a fanmly nmenber pursuant to such fanmily nmenber's own policy or contract
provided such famly nenber (i) does not exceed the all owable nunber of
famly visits provided by the applicable policy or contract, and (ii) is
otherwi se entitled to coverage pursuant to such famly nenber's applica-
ble policy or contract.

§ 2. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw i s anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 21 to read as foll ows:

(21) (A) Every group or blanket policy which provides coverage for
psychiatric or psychological services or diagnosis or treatnent of
nental, nervous or enptional disorders or ailnments shall neke available
and provide coverage for famly sessions when the insured is under eigh-
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teen years of age. In this paragraph, "famly sessions"” neans therapy
sessions determined as necessary by a licensed psychol ogical profes-
sional in the state involving any fam |y nenber of an insured.

(B) The coverage required by this paragraph shall include treatnent as
a famly nmenber pursuant to such family nenber's own policy or contract
provi ded such famly nmenber (i) does not exceed the allowable nunber of
fam ly visits provided by the applicable policy or contract, and (ii) is
otherwi se entitled to coverage pursuant to such famly nenber's applica-
ble policy or contract.

§ 3. Subsection (i) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw, as anmended
by chapter 230 of the laws of 2004, is anmended to read as follows:

(i) A nedical expense indemity corporation or health service corpo-
ration which provides coverage for physicians, psychiatrists or psychol -
ogists for psychiatric or psychological services or for the diagnosis
and treatnment of nmental, nervous or enotional disorders and ailnents,
however defined in such contract, nust make available and if requested
by all persons holding individual contracts in a group whose pren unms
are paid by a remtting agent or by the contract holder in the case of a
group contract issued pursuant to section four thousand three hundred
five of this article[+~]: _(A) provide the sane coverage for such services
when performed by a licensed clinical social worker, within the [|awful
scope of his or her practice, who is licensed pursuant to article one
hundred fifty-four of the education |law. The state board for social work
shall maintain a list of all licensed clinical social workers qualified
for reinbursenent wunder this subsection. Such coverage shall be nade
avail able at the inception of all new contracts and, with respect to all
ot her contracts, at any anniversary date subject to evidence of insura-
bility. Witten notice of the availability of such coverage shall be
delivered to the group remtting agent or group contract holder prior to
i nception of such contract and annually thereafter, except that this
notice shall not be required where a policy covers two hundred or nore
enpl oyees or where the benefit structure was the subject of collective
bar gai ning affecting persons who are enployed in nore than one state[—] .
and (B) nake available and provide coverage for famly sessions when the
insured is under eighteen years of age.

(i) In this subsection, "famly sessions" neans therapy sessions
determ ned as necessary by a |licensed psychol ogical professional in the
state involving any fam |y nenber of an insured.

(ii) The coverage required by this subsection shall include treatnent
as a famly nmenber pursuant to such family nenber's own policy or
contract provided such famly nenber (1) does not exceed the allowable
nunber of family visits provided by the applicable policy or contract,
and (2) is otherwise entitled to coverage pursuant to such famly
nenber's applicable policy or contract.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, except that any rule or regul ation necessary
for the timely inplenmentation of this act on its effective date shall be
promul gated on or before such date.




