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| N ASSEMBLY

February 5, 2019

Introduced by M of A COLTON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A RIVERA
-- read once and referred to the Committee on Environmental Conserva-
tion

AN ACT to anmend the environmental conservation law, in relation to the
di sposal and renoval of mercury swtches from autonobil es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 27-2101 of the environnmental conservation lawis
anended by adding three new subdivisions 30, 31 and 32 to read as
foll ows:

30. "Motor vehicle nercury switch" neans a light switch or an antil ock
braking system switch that contains nmercury and was installed by the
manuf acturer in a notor vehicle.

31. "End of life vehicle" neans any identifiable nbtor vehicle, wth
or without all conponent parts, which is in such condition that its
hi ghest or primary value is either in its sale for reusable conponents
or recyclable materials.

32. "Autonotive recycler” neans an individual or business that is
engaged in the act of buying or acquiring notor vehicles for the purpose
of dismantling, selling, or otherw se processing conponents and recycl a-
ble materials, and is licensed by the departnent of nobtor vehicles as a
vehicle disnantler.

8 2. The environnmental conservation [aw is amended by addi ng a new
section 27-2119 to read as foll ows:

8§ 27-2119. Renoval., collection and recovery of notor vehicle nercury
swi t ches.

1. Manuf acturers of notor vehicles sold at retail in this state that
contain "notor vehicle nercury switches" shall, individually or collec-
tively, establish and inplenent a collection and recovery program for
such switches. Al nmanufacturers of notor vehicles sold at retail in
this state shall submt to the departnent for review and approval, a
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proposed plan to renove, collect and recover notor vehicle nercury
switches fromend of life vehicles. Such collection and recovery system
shall include, but not be linmted to the foll ow ng:

(a) information identifying the make, nodel and year of notor vehicles
equi pped with notor vehicle nercury switches;

(b) a description of the acceptable nethods of renoval of such switch-
es; and

c a nethod to collect and store switches and the nercury recovered
fromthem

2. Manufacturers shall bear the total cost of inplenenting the system
and the renpval, and collection of switches. Such costs shall include,
but not be limted to, the follow ng:

(a) the provision of an appropriate container or containers for use by
autonotive recyclers for the safe storage of and transport of nercury
switches extracted fromend of life vehicles;

b accept ance storage and transport of an approved cont ai ner
containing nercury switches along with the paynent of a fee of four
dollars for each notor vehicle nmercury switch renoved by an autonptive
recycler and delivered to such manufacturer. The fee shall serve as
partial conpensation for such recycler's labor and any other costs asso-
ciated with such nmercury switch renoval

(c) the packaging and container necessary for collection and shipnent
of nmercury switches to recycling, storage or disposal facilities;

(d) the cost of shipping notor vehicle nercury switches to recycling,
storage or disposal facilities; and

(e) the cost of recycling, storage or disposal of notor vehicle nercu-
ry added swi tches.

3. Wthin ninety days of the receipt of a manufacturer's plan. the
departnent shall deterni ne whether the plan conplies with the provisions
of this section, and approve or disapprove the plan. If such plan is
approved, the manufacturer shall begin inplenentation of the plan within
thirty days of receipt of the approval fromthe departnment. |If such plan
is disapproved, the departnent shall informthe manufacturer as to the
reasons the plan was disapproved. The nmanufacturer shall subnmit a
revised plan within thirty days of receipt of a notice of disapproval

4. (a) Every autonotive recycler shall renpve any nmercury switch in an
end of life vehicle prior to disnmantling the vehicle or sending it to be
shredded, crushed or otherwise destroyed. After renoving the nercury
switch the autonotive recycler shall place the switch in a container
provided by the nmanufacturer. Wien the container is full the autonotive
recycler shall return the container to the nanufacturer who shal
di spose of the switches in accordance with state and federal |aw

(b) The autonptive recycler shall certify that any and all switches
have been renpved froman end of life vehicle prior to shredding. crush-
ing or otherw se destroying the vehicle. No person shall represent that
notor vehicle nercury switches have been renoved froman end of life
vehicle, sold., given or otherwise conveyed for recycling when such
person knows or has reason to know, that such switches have not been
renoved.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have become a |l aw, provided that effec-
tive imediately any rules, regulations and actions necessary to inple-
ment the provisions of this act on its effective date are authorized to
be commenced and conpl eted prior to such date.




