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STATE OF NEW YORK

4588

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2019

Introduced by M of A ENG.EBRI GHT, GOTTFRIED, ORTIZ -- Milti-Sponsored
by -- M of A COLTON, COOX, PERRY -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to farm worker
protection

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by addi ng a new section
1331 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1331. Farmworker protection. 1. The following requirenents shall be
net at any agricultural site to which pesticides have or wll be
applied. Farm owners or operators shall

a. Conduct or cause to have conducted nandatory testing for the pres-
ence of organophosphate pesticides for all handlers of pesticides,
including applicators and mixers of pesticides. This testing shall be
conducted within one week of the arrival of such workers at the agricul-
tural site and within one week of the departure of such workers fromthe
site;

b. Provide personal protection equipnment which has been fit-tested to
all individuals who are required or may be required to wear such equip-
nent in the course of their work, and which is readily available to any
wor ker needing to wear or use such equi pnent;

c. Provide education and infornmation to farmworkers and their fam -
lies about the hazards of exposure to pesticides, how to avoid such
exposures to children, personal clothing and possessions, and what to do
if pesticide exposure or contami nation occurs;

d. Report to the departnent every incident of pesticide exposure to
farmworkers or their famlies, whether by direct exposure to pesticide
applications or fromdrift of pesticides fromthe application site. Such
reporting shall occur within twenty-four hours of such pesticide expo-
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sure and shall include the day and tinme of day the exposure occurred and
the pesticides to which the individuals were exposed:

e. Provide on-site washing machines for workers to clean pesticide-
contaminated clothing, which are separate fromclothes washing facili-
ties used by famlies. The farm owner or operator shall be responsible
to provide instruction in the proper care of clothing contamnated wth
or _exposed to pesticides;

f. Provide one shower facility for every five workers, with separate
facilities for males and fenmales, for the renoval of pesticides residues
and ot her contani nants;

g. Provide one or nore public telephones for workers to report nedical
energencies, including pesticide exposures or contam nation; and

h. Ensure that all new housing for farmworkers is located at |east
fifty feet fromany field or site, except for enclosed facilities such
as _greenhouses, which may be treated with pesticides. Existing housing
which does not conply with this paragraph shall be replaced within five
years or cease to be used after that tine.

2. The departnent shall issue an annual report of all farminspections
on or before NMarch first to the governor and the legislature for the
previous calendar vyear, including conpliance with the requirenents

contained in this section; enforcenent actions, fines and penalties for
non-conpliance resulting from such inspections; and pesticide exposure
or contam nation reports submtted to the departnent.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




