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STATE OF NEW YORK

4455

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2019

Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring heart exam
i nati ons for students

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 903 of the education | aw, as

anended by chapter 376 of the laws of 2015, is anended to read as
fol | ows:
1. A health certificate shall be furnished by each student in the

public schools upon his or her entrance in such schools and upon his or
her entry into the grades prescribed by the conm ssioner in regul ations,
provided that such regul ations shall require such certificates at |east
twice during the elementary grades and twice in the secondary grades. An
exam nation and health history of any child may be required by the I oca

school authorities at any tinme in their discretion to pronote the educa-
tional interests of such child. Each certificate shall be signed by a
duly licensed physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, who
is authorized by law to practice in this state, and consistent with
subdi vi sion three of section six thousand nine hundred two of this chap-
ter, or by a duly licensed physician, physician assistant, or nurse
practitioner, who is authorized to practice in the jurisdiction in which
the exam nation was given, provided that the conmi ssioner has determ ned
that such jurisdiction has standards of |icensure and practice conpara-
ble to those of New York. Each such certificate shall describe the
condition of the student when the examninati on was made, which shall not
be nore than twelve nonths prior to the comencenent of the school vyear
in which the exanmnation is required, and shall state whether such
student is in a fit condition of health to permt his or her attendance
at the public schools. Each such certificate shall also state the
student's body nass index (BM) and wei ght status category. For purposes
of this section, BM is conmputed as the weight in kilograns divided by
the square of height in nmeters or the weight in pounds divided by the
square of height in inches nultiplied by a conversion factor of 703.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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Weight status categories for children and adolescents shall be as
defined by the comm ssioner of health. Each such certificate shall also
state that the student has undergone a heart test such as an el ectrocar-
diogram and state whether the student is fit to participate in physica
education or other physical or athletic activities. |In all school
districts such physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner
shal | determ ne whether a one-tine test for sickle cell anema is neces-
sary or desirable and he or she shall conduct such a test and the
certificate shall state the results.

§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 903 of the education |aw, as anmended by
chapter 183 of the laws of 2017, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. A health certificate shall be furnished by each student in the
public schools upon his or her entrance in such schools and upon his or
her entry into the grades prescribed by the comn ssioner in regul ations,
provided that such regul ations shall require such certificates at |east
twice during the elenentary grades and twice in the secondary grades. An
exam nation and health history of any child may be required by the I oca
school authorities at any tinme in their discretion to pronote the educa-
tional interests of such child. Each certificate shall be signed by a
duly licensed physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, who
is authorized by law to practice in this state, and consistent with
subdi vi sion three of section six thousand nine hundred two of this chap-
ter, or by a duly licensed physician, physician assistant, or nurse
practitioner, who is authorized to practice in the jurisdiction in which
the exam nation was given, provided that the conm ssioner has determ ned
that such jurisdiction has standards of |icensure and practice conpara-
ble to those of New York. Each such certificate shall describe the
condition of the student when the examinati on was made, which shall not
be nore than twelve nonths prior to the comrencenent of the school year
in which the examnation is required, and shall state whether such
student is in a fit condition of health to permt his or her attendance
at the public schools. The exam nation may include a di abetes risk anal -
ysis. Each such certificate shall also state the student's body nass
i ndex (BM) and weight status category. For purposes of this section,
BM is conputed as the weight in kilograms divided by the square of
height in nmeters or the weight in pounds divided by the square of hei ght
ininches multiplied by a conversion factor of 703. Wight status cate-
gories for children and adol escents shall be as defined by the comm s-
sioner of health. Each certificate shall also state that the student has
undergone a heart test such as an electrocardiogram and state whether
the student is fit to participate in physical education or other phys-
ical or athletic activities. In all school districts such physician
physician assistant or nurse practitioner shall determ ne whether a
one-tine test for sickle cell anema is necessary or desirable and he or
she shall conduct such a test and the certificate shall state the
results.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that section two
of this act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane manner as
chapter 183 of the laws of 2017, takes effect.




