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AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to clarifying the author-
ization to practice for nmental health practitioners

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 8402 of the -education law, as
added by chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of nental health counseling. The prac-
tice of the profession of nmental health counseling is defined as:

(a) the evaluation, assessment, diagnosis, anelioration, treatnent,
modi fication, or adjustnent to a disability, problem or disorder of
behavi or, character, devel opnment, enotion, personality or relationships
by the wuse of verbal or behavioral methods with individuals, couples,
fam lies or groups in private practice, group, or organized settings;
[ and]

(b) the use of assessnent instruments and nental health counseling and
psychotherapy to identify, evaluate, diagnose and treat dysfunctions and
di sorders for purposes of providing appropriate nental health counseling
services; and

(c) diagnosis in the context of licensed nental health counseling
practice is the process of distinguishing between sinmilar nental,
enotional, behavioral, developnental, and addictive disorders, inpair-
nents and disabilities within a psychosocial franework on the basis of
their simlar and unique characteristics consistent with accepted clas-
sification systens.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 8403 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is anmended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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1. Definition of the practice of marriage and famly therapy. The
practice of the profession of marriage and famly therapy is defined as:

(a) the assessnent, diagnosis and treatment of nervous and ment al
di sorders, whether affective, cognitive or behavioral, which results in
dysfunctional interpersonal famly relationships including, but not
limted to famlial rel ati onshi ps, marital/coupl e rel ati onshi ps,
parent-child relationships, pre-marital and other personal relation-
shi ps;

(b) the use of nmental health counseling, psychotherapy and therapeutic
techniques to evaluate and treat marital, relational, and fanmly
systenms, and individuals in relationship to these systens;

(c) the wuse of nental health counseling and psychot herapeutic tech-
niques to treat nental, enotional and behavioral disorders and ailnents
within the context of marital, relational and famly systens to prevent
and aneliorate dysfunction; [ard]

(d) the use of assessnent instruments and nental health counseling and
psychotherapy to identify [ard]., evaluate, diagnose and treat dysfunc-
tions and disorders for purposes of providing appropriate marriage and
fam |y therapy services; and

(e) diagnosis in the context of licensed marriage and fanmily therapy
practice is the process of distinguishing between similar nental,
enotional , behavioral, developnental, and addictive disorders, inpair-
nents and disabilities within a psychosocial framework on the basis of
their simlar and unique characteristics consistent with accepted clas-
sification systens.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 8404 of the education |aw, as added by
chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of creative arts therapy. The practice
of the profession of creative arts therapy is defined as:

(a) the assessnent, evaluation, diagnosis and the therapeutic inter-
vention and treatnent, which may be either primary, parallel or adjunc-
tive, of nental, enotional, developnental and behavioral disorders
through the use of the arts as approved by the departnent; [anéd]

(b) the use of assessnent instrunents and nental health counseling and
psychot herapy to identify, evaluate, diagnose and treat dysfunctions and
di sorders for purposes of providing appropriate creative arts therapy
servi ces; and

(c) diagnosis in the context of licensed creative arts therapy prac-
tice is the process of distinguishing between simlar nmental, enotional,
behavi oral, developnental, and addictive disorders, inpairnments and
disabilities within a psychosocial framework on the basis of their sim-
lar and unique characteristics consistent with accepted classification
syst ens.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 8405 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of psychoanalysis. The practice of the
prof essi on of psychoanal ysis is defined as:

(a) the observation, description, evaluation, [and] interpretation,_
diagnosis and treatnent of dynam c unconscious nmental processes that
contribute to the formation of personality and behavior in order to
identify and resol ve unconsci ous psychic problens which affect interper-
sonal relationships and enotional devel opnent, to facilitate changes in
personal ity and behavi or through the use of verbal and nonverbal cogni-
tive and enotional comunication, and to devel op adaptive functi oning;
[ and]
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(b) the use of assessnent instrunents and nental health counseling and
psychotherapy to identify, evaluate, diagnose and treat dysfunctions and

di sorders for purposes of providing appropriate psychoanal ytic services;

and
(c) diagnosis in the context of |icensed

psychoanal ysis practice is

the process of distinguishing between simlar

nental, enptional, behav-

ioral, developmental, and addictive disorders,

i mpai rments and disabili -

ties within a psychosocial franework on the

basis of their simlar and

uni gue characteristics consistent with accepted classification systens.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.



