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January 9, 2019

Introduced by M of A CAHILL -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to blanket group accident
and heal th insurance coverage

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 4237 of the insurance |aw,
subparagraph (C) of paragraph 3 as anended by chapter 461 of the |aws of
2015, subparagraph (F) of paragraph 3 as anended by chapter 369 of the
|l aws of 1985, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) (1) Any policy or contract of insurance against death or injury
resulting from accident which insures a group of persons confornming to
the requirements of one of the subparagraphs (A) through [(H] (M of
par agraph three hereof shall be deenmed a bl anket accident policy.

(2) Any policy or contract which insures a group of persons conform ng
to the requirenents of subparagraph (C, (E) or [£5] (M of paragraph
three hereof against total or partial disability, excluding such disa-
bility fromaccident, shall be deenmed a bl anket health i nsurance policy.

(3) Any policy or contract of insurance which conbines the coverage of
bl anket accident insurance and of blanket health insurance on such a
group of persons shall be deened a bl anket accident and health insurance
policy:

(A) Under a policy or contract issued to any railroad, steanship,
not orbus or airplane carrier of passengers or owner, operator or |essee
of any neans of transportation, which shall be deened the policyhol der,
a group defined as all persons who may becone such passengers may be
i nsured agai nst death or bodily injury either while, or as a result of,
bei ng such passengers.

(B) Under a policy or contract issued to an enployer, who shall be
deened the policyhol der, covering any group of enployees defined by

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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reference to [execeptienal] hazards incident to [such—ensployent] an

activity, activities, or operations of the policyholder, insuring such
enpl oyee against death or bodily injury resulting while, or from being
exposed to such [exeeptienal] hazards. Dependents of the enpl oyee and
guests of the enployer or enployees may also be included where exposed
to the sane hazards.

(O Under a policy or contract issued to an institution of higher
education, as defined in the higher education act of 1965, 20 U S. C. 8§
1001, other school, or other institution of learning or to the head or
princi pal thereof, who or which shall be deemed the policyholder
provided, wth respect to a policy or contract issued to an institution
of higher education, the policy or contract shall be a policy or
contract:

(i) of hospital, nedical, or surgical expense insurance that neets the
requi rements of section three thousand two hundred forty of this chap-
ter;

(ii) that provides linmted scope dental or vision benefits nmeeting the
definition of "excepted benefits" set forth in section 2791 of the
public health service act, 42 U S.C. § 300gg-91(c); or

(iii) as described initem(ii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph one
of subsection (a) of section three thousand two hundred forty of this
chapter.

(D) Under a policy or contract issued in the nane of

(i) any county, city, town, village or fire district,

(ii) any duly organized fire departnent, or fire conmpany, of any such
muni ci pal corporation or fire district, first aid, civil defense, or
other such group whether or not any such corporation has been incorpo-
rated under any general or special |aw,

(iii) any fire corporation incorporated under or subject to the
provi sions of section one thousand four hundred two of the not-for-pro-
fit corporation law, or any general or special law, if such corporation
is by Ilaw under the general control of, or recognized as a fire corpo-
ration by, the governing board of a city, town, village or fire
district, which nmunicipal corporation, fire district, fire department,
fire conpany or fire corporation, as the case may be, shall be deened
the policyhol der, covering all, but not |ess than twenty-five, vol unteer
menbers of such departnent, conpany or corporation. A district corpo-
rati on which has the general powers of and operates as a fire district
shall be considered a fire district for the purposes of this paragraph
A volunteer fireman whose services are offered and accepted pursuant to
the provisions of section two hundred nine-i of the general municipa
| aw shall be deened a vol unteer nenber of any such fire departnent, fire
conmpany or fire corporation except for the purpose of determning the
m ni mum nunber of twenty-five volunteer nmenbers for which any such poli-
cy or contract nust provide coverage. Any such policy or contract issued
to a nmunicipal corporation or a fire district shall be subject to any
limtations on the anpbunt, coverage or benefits as are set forth in any
appl i cabl e general, special or local law or city or village charter.

(E) Under a policy or contract issued to and in the nane of an incor-
porated or unincorporated association of persons having a conmon inter-
est or «calling, which association shall be deenmed the policyhol der
having not less than fifty nenbers, covering all or any group of the
menbers of such association or if part or all of the premumis to be
derived fromfunds contributed by the insured menbers and if the oppor-
tunity to take such insurance is offered to all eligible nmenbers, then
such policy must cover not |ess than seventy-five percent of any class
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or classes of nenbers determ ned by conditions pertaining to nmenbership
in the association.

(F) Under a policy or contract issued to a sports teamor to a canp or
sponsor thereof., which team canp or sponsor shall be deened the policy-
hol der, covering nenbers, canpers, enployees, volunteers, supervisors or
officials.

(G Under a policy or contract issued to any incorporated or unihcor-
porated religious, charitable, recreational, educational or civic organ-
ization, or branch thereof, which organi zation shall be deened the poli-
cyhol der, covering any group of nenbers, participants, or volunteers
defined by reference to hazards incident to any activity or activities
or operations sponsored or supervised by or on the premses of such
pol i cyhol der.

(H Under a policy or contract issued to a restaurant, hotel, notel,
resort, or innkeeper, which shall be deened the policyholder, covering
patrons or guests.

(1) Under a policy or contract issued to a bank, association, finan-
cial or other institution, vendor, or to a parent holding conpany, or to
the trustee, trustees or agent designated by one or nore banks, associ-
ations, financial or other institutions, or vendors, which shall be
deened the policyholder, covering accountholders, debtors, guarantors or
pur chasers.

(J) Under a policy or contract issued to a travel agency or other
organi zation that provides travel related services, which agency or
organi zation shall be deened the policyholder, to cover all or any group
of persons for whomtravel related services are provided.

(K) An entertainment, theater, arts or event production conpany or
organi zation. which shall be deened the policyholder, covering all or
any group of participants, volunteers, audience nenbers, contestants,
enpl oyees or workers engaged in any activity, activities, or operations
of the policyhol der.

(L) Under a policy or contract issued to an established organization
whet her incorporated or not, having conmunity recognition and operated
for the welfare of the community and its nenbers and not for profit,
which shall be deened the policyholder and covering all volunteer work-
ers who serve without pecuniary conpensation and the nenbers of the
organi zation against loss fromaccidents that occur while engaged in the
actual performance of duties on behalf of such organization or in activ-
ities thereof.

(M Under a policy or contract issued to insure; (i) any other
[ stbstantially—simtlar—group] risk or class of risks approved by the
superintendent as eligible for insurance under a bl anket acci dent and
heal th i nsurance policy or contract; the discretion of the superinten-
dent may be exercised on an individual risk basis or class of risks, or
both; or (ii) any other group approved by the superintendent upon a
finding that: (I) there is a common enterprise or economic or socia
affinity or relationship; (Il1) the premiuns charged are reasonable in
relation to the benefits provided; and (lII11) the issuance of the policy
woul d result in econom es of acquisition or admnistration, would be
actuarially sound, and would not be contrary to the best interest of the
public. The superintendent shall pronulgate regulations setting forth
any such groups that have been accepted as qualifying pursuant to this
subpar agr aph.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




