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STATE OF NEW YORK

3890

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2019

Introduced by M of A DenDEKKER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Correction

AN ACT to anmend the executive law and the crimnal procedure law, in
relation to enabling victinse to view parole hearings via closed
circuit television or a secure online website

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 259-c of the executive law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 18 to read as foll ows:

18. permt victinse and relatives of victinms to view an inmate's parole
hearing relating to their case via closed circuit television or a secure
online website.

§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 641 of the executive |law, as added by
chapter 94 of the laws of 1984 and paragraph (d) as anended by chapter
618 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Ensure notification of victinms, wtnesses, relatives of those
victinse and wi tnesses who are mnors, and rel atives of hom ci de victins,
if such persons provide the appropriate official with a current address
and tel ephone nunber, either by phone or by mail, if possible, of judi-
cial proceedings relating to their case, including:

(a) the arrest of an accused;

(b) the initial appearance of an accused before a judicial officer;

(c) the release of an accused pendi ng judicial proceedings; [and]

(d) proceedings in the prosecution of the accused including entry of a
plea of guilty, trial, sentencing, but prior to sentencing specific
information shall be provided regarding the right to seek restitution
and reparation, and where a termof inprisonment is inposed, specific
information shall be provided regarding maxi rum and mninmum ternms of
such inprisonnent; and

(e) the date and tinme of any parole hearing as well as the |ocation at
which the victim and relatives of the victimumay view the hearing on
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closed circuit television or the secure online website on which the
hearing may be vi ewed.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 440.50 of the criminal procedure |aw, as
anended by chapter 193 of the laws of 2017, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Upon the request of a victimof a crinme, or in any event in all
cases in which the final disposition includes a conviction of a violent
felony offense as defined in section 70.02 of the penal law, a felony
defined in article one hundred twenty-five of such law, or a felony
defined in article one hundred thirty of such law, the district attorney
shall, within sixty days of the final disposition of the case, inform
the victim by letter of such final disposition. If such final disposi-
tion results in the commitnent of the defendant to the custody of the
department of corrections and conmunity supervision for an indeterm nate
sentence, the notice provided to the crinme victimshall also informthe
victimof his or her right to submt a witten, audiotaped, or vide-
otaped victim inpact statenent to the departnent of corrections and
comunity supervision or to neet personally with a nmenber of the state
board of parole at a tine and place separate fromthe personal interview
between a nmenber or nmenbers of the board and the inmate and nmake such a
statement, subject to procedures and limtations contained in rules of
the board, both pursuant to subdivision two of section two hundred
fifty-nine-i of the executive law. A copy of such letter shall be
provided to the board of parole. The right of the victimunder this
subdivision to submt a witten victim inpact statement or to neet
personally with a menber of the state board of parole applies to each
personal interview between a nenber or nenbers of the board and the
inmate. The notice to the victimshall also informthe victimof his or
her right to view the defendant's parole hearing on closed circuit tele-
vision or over a secure online website and shall inform the victim of
the intended date and tine of the parole hearing as well as the | ocation
or website address at which the victimmay view the hearing.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




