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STATE OF NEW YORK

3298

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 29, 2019

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the New York state clinmate change task force

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 19 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended
by adding a newtitle 13 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 13
NEW YORK STATE ClL| MATE CHANGE TASK FORCE
Section 19-1301. dimate change task force.
19-1303. Task force conposition.
19-1305. Powers and duties of the task force.
8§ 19-1301. dinmate change task force.

1. The New York state climate change task force is hereby established.
The role of the task force shall include, but not be linmted to,
conducting an in-depth exam nation of issues related to global climate
change incl udi ng:

a. assessing the potential inpacts of global climate change on the
citizens, natural resources, and econony of the state. Such research

shall include potential inpacts on agriculture, transportation, property
values, public health, insurance, and commercial and industrial sectors.
Research shall also include potential inpacts on waters, forests,

wetlands, and the availability of freshwater resources of the state.
Potential inpacts on infrastructure, including subways, bridges, |owly-
ing roads, causeways, water and wastewater treatnent plants, and docks,

shal | be included, as well as potential inmpacts on industries including
shipping, tinber, fisheries, power generation, healthcare, tourism and
recreation. Such assessnent shall also include a review of existing

rel ated research

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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b. identifying and evaluating current efforts to track and nitigate
climate change and its potential inpacts on the northeast region
including the regional greenhouse gas initiative, particularly on New
York state;

c. identifying and evaluating potential carbon em ssions reduction
neasures identified in terns of greenhouse gas em ssions reduction
potential, cost effectiveness, short and long-term state specific

economi ¢ inpacts, admnistrative feasibility and equity concerns;
d. evaluating the potential econonmic effects that nmay arise from

actions to address global clinate change;

e. identifying and evaluating current efforts underway in New York
state to educate the public, as well as specific sectors including agri-
culture, health, transportation, recreation, insurance, and industrial
and commercial sectors, about projected inpacts of clinmate change;

f. evaluating and assessing any adaptive neasures identified in ternms

of feasibility, economic and public health inpacts, and effectiveness.
For the purposes of this section, the term"adaptive neasures" refers to

actions that may be taken to address the antici pated consequences of
climate change

g. review ng and assessing the inplenentation status of the recommen-
dations from the New York greenhouse gas task force issued in April of
two thousand three; and

h. assessing the state's capacity to neet the statew de greenhouse gas

eni ssion reduction target as established in the two thousand two energy
plan as updated, a twenty percent reduction of greenhouse gas em Ssions

by two thousand twenty-seven, and an eighty percent reduction of green-
house gas eni ssions by two thousand fifty-seven.

2. The task force shall develop a climte change action plan that will
incorporate both carbon reduction neasures and adaptive neasures
designed to both reduce the severity of climte change and better posi-
tion the state and its citizens to live with the inpacts associated with
climate change. Such plan shall include, but not be limted to:

a. an inventory of greenhouse gas enissions in this state including
stationary and npbil e sources;

b. results of the evaluation of potential carbon enissions reduction
neasur es;

c. results of the evaluation of current efforts to mtigate climate
change;

d. recommendations to address potential climate change in New York
whi ch shall include

(i) potential greenhouse gas enissions reduction neasures that should
be undertaken by the state;

(ii) alisting and explanation of potential adaptive neasures _appro-
priate for New York state, including reducing health and flooding risks,
and potential shifts in agriculture and forestry;

(iii) a consideration of efforts being nmade at the national and inter-
national level to address climte change;

iV recommendations to enhance climate change research, npnitorin
and public education in New York: and

(v) econom c opportunities that should be considered which could
better position New York in responding to climte change; and

e. recommendations for achieving the maxinumtechnologically feasible
and cost-effective reductions in greenhouse gas eni ssions from sources
or categories of sources of greenhouse gases of a twenty percent

reduction of greenhouse gas em ssions by two thousand twenty-seven and
an__eighty percent reduction of greenhouse gas em ssions by two thousand
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fifty-seven. The recommendations shall be on direct enmission reduction
neasures, alternative conpliance nechanisns, market-based conpliance
nechani sns, and potential nonetary and nonnonetary incentives for source
and categories of sources. The task force shall evaluate the tota
potential costs and total potential econon ¢ and noneconom ¢ benefits of
the plan for reducing greenhouse gases to the state's econony, environ-
nent and public health. The task force shall also take into account the
relative contribution of each source or source category to statew de
greenhouse gas enissions, and the potential for adverse effects on snal
busi nesses, and shall recommend a de minins threshold of greenhouse gas
eni ssions bel ow which emi ssion reduction requirenents will not apply.

8§ 19-1303. Task force conposition.

1. The task force shall consist of a total of twenty-one nenbers and
shall include the comm ssioner, the conm ssioner of health, the conm s-
sioner of agriculture and nmarkets, the secretary of state, the conm s-
sioner of econonic devel opnent, the conmm ssioner of transportation, the
conm ssioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation, the super-
intendent of financial services, the director of the state office of
energency nmnagenent, the president of the New York state energy
research and devel opnent authority, the chairperson of the netropolitan
transportation authority, a representative fromthe board of conm ssion-
ers for the port authority of New York and New Jersey, and the chair of
the public service conmm ssion or their designated representatives; the
tenporary president of the senate shall appoint three nenbers; the
speaker of the assenbly shall appoint three nenbers; the mnority | eader
of the senate shall appoint one nenber; and the nminority leader of the
assenbly shall appoint one nenber. Al appointed nenbers of the task
force shall have an expertise in one or nore of the following fields:
climatology; hydrology; planning; health care; environnental health;
ecol ogy; agriculture; economcs; and energy policy.

2. The conmmi ssioner or his or her designated representative shal
serve as chairperson of the task force

3. For the purposes of this section, the non-governnental appointees
shall be considered officers or enployees of public entities and shal
be afforded such defense and indennification provided under the public
officers |aw

4. The nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties.

5. No appointed nenber of the task force shall be an elected or
appointed public officer.

8§ 19-1305. Powers and duties of the task force.

1. The task force shall neet quarterly, and at the call of the chair-
per son.

2. In recognition of the global nature of clinate change, the task
force may consult with any organi zation., educational institution, other
governnent entity or agency or person in the devel opnent of its recom
mendations..

3. The departnent shall provide the task force with such facilities,
assistance and data as wll enable the task force to carry out its
powers and duties. Additionally, all other agencies of the state or
subdi vi sions thereof may, at the request of the chairperson. provide the
task force with such facilities, assistance, and data to enable the task
force to carry out its powers and duties.

4. a. Wthin twelve nonths of the effective date of this title, the

task force shall issue a draft clinmate change action plan as provided
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for in subdivision two of section 19-1301 of this title. The draft
climate change action plan shall be posted on the departnent's website
and a notice of the issuance of the draft plan shall be posted in the
environnental notice bulletin. At |least one public hearing shall be held
in each departnental region to provide the public with the opportunity
to coment on the draft clinate change action plan. Notice of such
public hearings shall be provided on the departnment's website and in the
environnental notice bulletin.

b. Wthin sixty days of the date of the final public hearing., the task
force shall submit a final clinmate change action plan to the governor,
the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly.
Copies of such climate change action plan shall also be nade avail able
to the public and posted on the departnment's website and notice of the
availability of such plan shall be published in the environmental notice
bulletin.

c. The climte change action plan shall be reviewed and updated every
two vears with associated public hearings, public release and posting of
the updated plan on the departnent's website and notice in the environ-
nental notice bulletin.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective imediately the addition, anendnment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde on and
conpl eted or before such date.




