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        AN  ACT  to  amend  the public health law, in relation to establishing a
          central registry of medical personnel terminated for cause

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The  public health law is amended by adding a new section
     2  2827 to read as follows:
     3    § 2827. Central state registry  of  employees  of  medical  facilities
     4  terminated  for  cause.  1.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the
     5  contrary, the department is authorized to and shall establish and  main-
     6  tain  a central state registry identifying personnel employed by medical
     7  facilities within the state who have been terminated from their  employ-
     8  ment  by  a medical facility for cause. The registry shall maintain such
     9  information as the commission requires, including,  at  a  minimum,  the
    10  name,  address, date of birth, and social security number of each person
    11  so terminated, the name, address and telephone number of the terminating
    12  facility, the date and reasons for the termination, and, to  the  extent
    13  known  by  the  medical  facility,  whether  criminal charges were filed
    14  against the person terminated. The department shall continue to maintain
    15  in the registry the information required to be  kept  pursuant  to  this
    16  section  for  employees  of  medical facilities for a period of not less
    17  than five years following termination,  resignation  or  retirement,  or
    18  failure  to be hired or renewed at which time the department shall purge
    19  from the registry such information.
    20    2. Each medical facility shall transmit the requisite information,  in
    21  such  form  as  is prescribed by the commissioner, to the department, no
    22  later than the fifteenth  calendar  day  following  the  termination  of
    23  employment  of any person who was terminated for cause or any person who
    24  retired or resigned in order to avoid termination.
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     1    3. Notwithstanding any other  provision  of  law,  medical  facilities
     2  shall,  upon  such terms and conditions as the department shall by rules
     3  and regulations prescribe, have timely access to  information  contained
     4  in  the  registry  for  the  purpose  of making such inquiries regarding
     5  persons  who  are presently employed by the medical facility or who have
     6  applied for employment with the medical facility.
     7    4. The information required to be submitted pursuant to  this  section
     8  which is required by law to be kept confidential shall be kept confiden-
     9  tial  and  all  other information shall be released only pursuant to the
    10  provisions of this section. The department  shall  establish  rules  and
    11  regulations  to  provide  for  a  permanent system which will ensure the
    12  security and privacy of information contained in  the  registry  and  to
    13  ensure  that  such  information  is  made  available only for legitimate
    14  purposes to qualified medical facilities as provided in this section.
    15    5. As used in this section, "medical  facility"  means  any  hospital,
    16  nursing  home  or residential health care facility as defined in section
    17  twenty-eight hundred one of this article or a home care  service  agency
    18  or  limited  home  care  service agency as defined in section thirty-six
    19  hundred two of this chapter.
    20    § 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2021.


