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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 25, 2019

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law and the social services law, in
relation to requiring the coverage of alternate treatnment options by
the nmedi cal assistance program and private health insurers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph 35 to read as foll ows:

(35) Every policy which provides nedical, major nedical, or sinilar
conprehensive type coverage shall include coverage for alternative
treatnment utilized for pain managenent. Coverage provided under this
paragraph shall be linted to alternative treatnent provided by a health
care provider or other licensed individual. For purposes of this
subsection, "alternative treatnent" neans non-pharmaceutical treatnent
for pain managenent including but not linmted to treatnent provided by
(A) a licensed acupuncturist, (B) a licensed nassage therapist, (C a
licensed chiropractor, and (D) a yoga instructor.

§ 2. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw i s amended by
addi ng a new paragraph 21 to read as foll ows:

(21) Every group or blanket policy which provides nedical, najor
nedical, or sinmilar conprehensive type coverage shall include coverage
for alternative treatnent wutilized for pain nanagenent. Coverage
provi ded under this paragraph shall be linmted to alternative treatnent
provided by a health care provider or other |icensed individual. For
pur poses of this subsection, "alternative treatnent” neans non-pharna-
ceutical treatnment for pain nenagenent including but not limted to
treatment provided by (A) a licensed acupuncturist, (B) a |licensed
massage therapist, (C a licensed chiropractor, and (D) a yoga instruc-
tor.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 3. Section 4303 of the insurance lawis anmended by adding a new
subsection (ss) to read as foll ows:

(ss) Every contract issued by a nedical expense indemity corporation
hospital service corporation., or health service corporation which
provides nedical . major nedical, or simlar conprehensive type coverage
shall include coverage for alternative treatnent utilized for pain
managenent .  Coverage provided under this subsection shall be linmted to
alternative treatnment provided by a health care provider or other

licensed individual. For purposes of this section, "alternative treat-
nment" means non-pharnmaceutical treatnent for pain managenent including
but not Jlimted to treatnment provided by (1) a |licensed acupuncturi st,

(2) a licensed massage therapist, (3) a licensed chiropractor, and (4) a
yoga instructor.

8§ 4. The social services law is anmended by adding a new section 365-0
to read as foll ows:

8 365-0. Provision of alternative treatnent for pain managenent. 1.
The conmi ssioner shall establish standards and gquidelines for the
provision of alternate treatnment for pain nmanagenent under the nedical
assistance program |In establishing such standards and qguidelines, the
conm ssioner shall consult wth alternative treatnment providers and
other interested parties.

2. For purposes of this title, "alternative treatnent" neans non-phar-
maceutical treatnment for pain managenent including but not Ilimted to
treatment provided by (a) a licensed acupuncturist, (b) a licensed
massage therapist, (c) a licensed chiropractor, and (d) a yoga instruc-
tor.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




