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January 18, 2019

Introduced by M of A SIMON, THH ELE, D NOWTZ, ARROYO COOK, HYNDMAN,
MOSLEY, EPSTEIN, RIVERA, HUNTER, BLAKE, BARRON, GUNTHER, JEAN- Pl ERRE
DI CKENS, SEAWRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
El ecti on Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to voter enroll nent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2 and 4 of section 5-302 of the election |aw,
subdi vision 2 as anended by chapter 164 of the laws of 1985 and subdivi -
sion 4 as anmended by chapter 91 of the laws of 1992, are anended to read
as foll ows:

2. If the application formis for a voter who has changed his enroll-
ment [ e——a—veter—vwhehaspreoviouslyregisteredandnot—enrolled] from
one party to another, then the board of elections shall conpare the
information and the signature appearing on each application form
received with that on the registration poll record of the applicant and
if found to correspond in all particulars shall[—Ret—eartier—than—the

proceed in the manner specified in subdivision one [heresf] of this
section to enter such enrollnent on such voter's registration poll card,
except that all forms submitted during the ninety days prior to a prim-
ry election shall not be processed until after that election.

4. Registration poll records of voters whose registrations are not
rejected by the board of elections shall forthwith be placed in the pol
| edger or such voters' nanes shall forthwith be entered in the conputer
files fromwhich the conmputer generated registration |lists are prepared,
except that the registration poll record of an otherw se qualified voter
who registers after the twenty-fifth day before a primary el ection shal
not be placed in such poll |edger or such voters' nanes shall not appear
on such a conputer generated registration list until after such primary

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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and except further that the registration poll record of a voter whose
previous registration was cancelled pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter [aL%e#——+he——ere#+eus——genera#—e#ee%+en] during the ninety days
prior to a primary election and who regi sters pursuant to the provisions
of this chapter after such cancellation shall not be placed in such pol

| edger or such voters' nanmes shall not appear on such a conputer gener-
ated registration list until after the [f&H] next primary election,
unl ess such voter has enrolled with the same party as the enroll nent on
the regi strati on which was so cancel | ed.

The registration poll record of a voter who is not eligible to vote in
a primary election but who is eligible to vote in a special election
held before such primary election shall be placed in its regular place
in the poll ledger or in a special section of such poll |edger for such
special election as the board of elections, in its discretion, shal
provi de, or such nane shall appear in its regular place on the conputer
generated registration |list prepared for use in such special election.
Such poll record shall be renmoved from such poll |edger or conputer
generated registration list inmediately after such special election

8 2. Section 5-304 of the election |law, subdivision 1 as amended by
chapter 147 of the laws of 1982, subdivision 3 as anmended by chapter 90
of the laws of 1991 and subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 62 of the
| aws of 2010, is amended to read as fol | ows:

§ 5-304. Enrollnment; change of enrollnment or new enroll ment by previ-
ously registered voters. 1. A registered voter nay change his enrol |l nent
in the manner prescribed by this section.

2. The term "change of enrollnent” shall apply to applications by a
regi stered voter already enrolled in one party to enroll in a different

part y[ —e—teo—deletehis——enprolent—r—any—porb—or—ah—appsatieon—hy—=a
registered—voter—not—enrolled—in—anyparty toepnrol—ina particar
party] .

3. A change of enrollnent received by the board of elections [ret
later—than—the—twenty-—fifth—day] |ess than ninety days before [the
general] any prinmary election shall be deposited in a sealed enroll nent
box, which shall not be opened until the first Tuesday foll ow ng such
[ gereral] primary el ection. Such change of enrollnent shall be then
renoved and entered as provided in this article.

4. Registered voters nmay apply for change of enrollnent personally by
mail to or by appearing before a county board of elections or by appear-
ing before a board of inspectors. |If the applicant has appeared in
person and if the board finds that he or she is properly registered, it
shal |l provide the applicant with an application formfor voter registra-
tion by mail which shall be treated as an application for change of
enrollment filed pursuant to this section. If the voter has applied
personally by mail, the county board of elections shall nmail himor her
an application formfor voter registration by nail as provided by this
chapter. |If a registered voter subnmits an application formfor registra-
tion or enrollnent as provided by this chapter, from the residence
address fromwhich he or she is then registered, and such formreflects
a change of enrollment, the county board of elections shall treat such
form as an application for change of enrollnent filed pursuant to this
section. |If such application formalso sets forth a new address wthin
the sanme city or county, the board of elections shall also treat such
formas an application for transfer of registration pursuant to section
5-208 of this article. If a voter has cast a ballot in an affidavit
bal | ot envel ope on which such voter clains a party enrollment different
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fromthe enrollnment in the records of the board of elections, such affi-
davit shall be treated as an application for change of enroll nent.

5. An application for enrollnment by an already registered voter who is
not enrolled in any party shall be treated in the sane nanner as an
application for registration under section 5-210 of this article, except
as described in subdivision six of this section.

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a voter
enrolled with a political party on the ninetieth day before any prinmary
election may not enroll with a different political party prior to that
primary el ection.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




