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AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to funding
of agricultural environnental managenent prograns inplemented in
wat er sheds deened critical to recreational fishing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 151 of the agriculture and markets | aw, as anended
by chapter 375 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 151. Agricultural environmental managenent program There is hereby
established wthin the departnment an agricultural environnental nanage-
ment programto assist farnmers in maintaining the economc viability of
their farm operations while addressing environnental inmpacts fromthose
operations, including, but not limted to, soil, air and water pollution
and greenhouse gas enissions. The program may al so i nclude assistance to
farners for the devel opment of agriculturally-derived renewable energy
sources. The program may consist of planner certification to qualify
persons to prepare AEM pl ans; technical assistance to farners partic-
ipating in the program financial assistance, within funds available, to
soil and water conservation districts and farnmers to prepare and inple-
ment plans provided that for plans inplemented in watersheds deened
critical to recreational fishing, as determined by the conmi ssioner of
environnental conservation, shall receive not Iless than ten percent
additional financial assistance when such assistance is distributed
through a matching grant prograny other incentives for program partic-
i pation; and evaluation of program procedures and projects to assess
ef fecti veness.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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