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STATE OF NEW YORK

1248--A

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2019

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL, SEAWRI GHT, STECK, ORTIZ, GALEF
THI ELE, STIRPE, LUPARDO, WEPRI N, CAHI LL, ZEBROWBKI, MOSLEY, Pl CHARDO
LI FTON, QUART, SIMON, FAHY, JEAN-PI ERRE, RI VERA, CARROLL, M G M LL-
ER, LENTOL, TAYLOR, WRIGHT, EPSTEIN, RCDRI GUEZ, N OU, SIMITAS --

Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A BARRON, DI LAN, ENGLEBRI GHT, GLICK
HEVESI , MONTESANO, PAULIN, RAMOS, RI CHARDSON -- read once and referred
to the Conmttee on Election Law -- committee discharged, bil

anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recomm tted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT on the application of the legislature of the state of New York
petitioning the Congress of the United States of Anerica to call a
nati onal constitutional convention to propose amendnents in order to
address concerns raised by the decision of the United States Suprene
Court in Ctizens United v. Federal Election Conm ssion 130 S.Ct. 876

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds
t hat :

a. the first President of the United States, George Washington, stat-
ed: "The basis of our political systens is the right of the people to
make and to alter their Constitutions of Government.";

b. it was the stated intention of the framers of the Constitution of
the United States of Anerica that the Congress of the United States of
Anerica should be "dependent on the people alone."” (Janes Madison
Federal i st 52);

c. that dependency has evol ved from a dependency on the people al one
to a dependency on those who spend excessively in elections, through
canpai gns or third-party groups;

d. the United States Supreme Court ruling in Ctizens United v.
Federal Election Comm ssion 558 U S. 310 (2010) renoved restrictions on
anount of independent political spending;
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e. the renoval of those restrictions has resulted in the unjust influ-
ence of powerful economc forces, which have supplanted the will of the
peopl e by underm ning our ability to choose our political |eadership,
wite our own | aws, and determne the fate of our state; and

f. Article V of the United States Constitution requires the United
States Congress to call a convention for proposing anmendments upon
application of two-thirds of the legislatures of the several states for
t he purpose of proposing amendnments to the United States Constitution.

8 2. The legislature declares that:

a. the State of New York sees the need for a convention to propose
anmendnments in order to address concerns such as those raised by the
decision of the United States Supreme Court in Ctizens United v.
Federal Election Conmi ssion (2010) 130 S.Ct. 876 and rel ated cases and
events including those occurring long before or afterward or for a
substantially simlar purpose, and desires that said convention should
be so limted; and

b. the State of New York desires that the del egates to said convention
shall be conmprised equally fromindividuals currently elected to state
and local office, or be selected by election in each Congressiona
district for the purpose of serving as del egates, though all individuals
el ected or appointed to federal office, nowor in the past, be prohibit-
ed fromserving as delegates to the Convention, and intends to retain
the ability to restrict or expand the power of its delegates within the
limts expressed above; and

c. the State of New York intends that this be a continuing application
consi dered together with applications calling for a convention passed in
the 2013-2014 Vernont Legislature as R-454; the 2013-2014 California
Legislature as Concurrent Resolution No. 1, Chapter 77; the 98th IIli-
noi s CGeneral Assenbly as SJR 42; the 2014-2015 New Jersey Legislature as
SCR 132; the 2015-2016 Rhode I|sland Legislature as HR 7670 and SR 2589;
and all other passed, pending, and future applications until such tinme
as two-thirds of the several states have applied for a convention for a
simlar purpose and said convention is convened by Congress.

8§ 3. Pursuant to Article V of the United States Constitution, the
Legi sl ature hereby petitions the United States Congress to call a
Convention for the purpose of proposing Arendnents to the Constitution
of the United States of Anerica as soon as two-thirds of the severa
States have applied for a Convention.

8 4. The Governor of the State of New York shall transmt copies of
this act to the President and Vice President of the United States, the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the Mnority
Leader of the United States House of Representatives, the President Pro
Tenpore of the United States Senate, to each Senator and Representative
fromNew York in the Congress of the United States, to the Governor of
each State, and to the presiding officers of each |egislative body of
each of the several States, requesting the cooperation of the severa
States in issuing an application conpelling Congress to call a conven-
tion for proposing amendnents pursuant to Article V of the United States
Constitution.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




